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I . INTRODUCTION^ 
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Thl.s is a follow-up study of ^,228 graduates of the June, 1973, o^Iass from 
^f9 senior high' schools of the Los Angeles Unified School ^District. It reports 
the post-tigh school educational and erpployment experiences of the graduates 
and exp-lores the graduates' opinions op a number of issues relating to their 
high school education. 

The present study 1s one of a series of follow-up surveys of graduates, of 
the Los Angeles Ci*ty Schools whNch b'egan with the 19^8 •graduates and has^ included 
six graduating classes which have been followed up at five-year intervals: 
19^8, 1953, 1958, 1^63, 1968,, and 1973- Where possible, the information from 
"the earlier studies wi 1:1 be presented with that obtained in this survey. 

The'19.73 class was' also surveyed two weeks before graduation and* the - 
results of that study were given in a previous report.-' Where appropriate, 
^ information from the planning of the graduates wi'll be com'par^d with their 
actual experiences. 

Sampfing Procedures 

There were 33,^63 graduates in^the June, 1973,- class , and questionnaire 
fqpfi* were mailed to 10,900; or approximately one in three. The ^,228 forms 
^ which were returned represent 39 per cent of the selected, sample and 13 per cent 
of the enti re class. ' , 

" While tf^ese percentages are 'not impressive, every effort was made to make 
ttie study sam^^ truly representative of ,the original class. The returns from , 
the first mailing were studi-ed as to*their representation, and after determining 
the deficient elements, telephone and mail communications were instituje^ to ^ 
make up the deficiencies. Particular efforts were made to make. certain that 
the sample contained the requisite proport i ons^ of the sexes, of schools, of 
ethnic groups, and of socio-economic areas. 

The sample eventually had a small bias toward women and toward the minority^ 
groups. In the original class, the male-fem'ale proportions were almost exactly 
^qual, where,as the sample contained 53 per -cent women and ^7 per cent men. The 
^ minority (non-white) pt-oportion cqmprised approximately ^2 per cent of the 
original cl ass* but ^ade up ^6 per cent of the Sample. 'The percentage returns^ 
, ' from the individual |chools ran^ged from 10 per 'cent to 17 per. cent of the oVig- 
inal class, but only\^ix of the ^9'schools in the study^i f fered by more thaw 
two .percentage points from the district average of 13 per cent. - ^ 

/ ' / . 

The Quest ionnai re 

/ ^ ^ ' " * ' / 

The questionnaire used in this survjey is reproduced as Appendix A on 
pages ^1 through 5^.] , E ssent i al ly , .the form i's divided into two sections, that 
which elicits information about the educational and emp]oyment experiences of 
th^ graduates and that which asks the graduates their opini'on? of certain of 
their high sphool experiences. All information about the status'of the g-raduates 



.'•^Research and Evaluation Branch, Los Angeles Unifi^ed School Dis^trict. ' Flans 
of the 1973 Graduates . Report No. 333. . >^ 
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relates to a particular, time span, «lhe week of May^S-ll, 197/4. These refer- * 
ences dates were iised so ^that the graduate woufd g i ve>' un i form answers about a 
part fcular tiiiie period, regardless of when the form was actually completed. 

Presentation of Information ' . ' - 

♦ • • • 

The information in the study 'is usually pr^'sen^ed for the total of all 
respondents^ for the sexesr, for 'five ^thnic groups, and for four groups whi,.;i 
were derived from the post-high school status of the araduates.^- The five 
ethnic groups include: As i an-Ameri cans , Bl a(gJ<s , Spanish Surnamed Americans', 
Whites ^except Spanish Surnamed) , and ''Other TthnJcs.V The .four post>I\igh 
school groups include: four-year college students, community cVl lege Students, 
employed, and "other." ' ^ 

' ]/ - ^ ' ) 

One cSutionary note is requL^^-ed about/the "oth^r ethnids" group. J-his " ' 
group iYiC'ludes ethnic groups^^not included in ' the other four categories 'and it 
also inclucjps those gra<^uates who refused to designate thei r ethnic. b^£kg round.. 
The number of- respondents in both these latter two groups was 3a small that 3 
combination. of thejwowas deemed advisable in order to insure that; eacf^' sub- - 
group had a reasonable number of respondeats. * ^ 

'The mailed questionnaire for. the fo How- up.' survey con.tafned ho questions 
about se-x or ethnicity. Thi-s infprmation was obtained from tKe qUest i opna i re 
used in frhe earl ier itn-school^ survey. • ' ' . ' • .. 

. . • • - • 

II.. EDUCATIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE v ' ' 

'GRADUATES ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION ^ .> 

- — ^ Educational and Employment Status of '1973 Graduates Compared with 
Earlier Graduates (Table 1) ! ] " "^^^ 

As 'shown in Table 1_^ .the proportion of graduates oontinuirrg their education 
increased from 39' per cent of the 19^8 graduates, to 65 per cent of the 1973 
graduates. However, the steady increase in the proportions continuing their 
education over the years faltered in 1973, which show^a decline from the 
bi7 per cerit post-hrgh school enrollment of the I968 class. 

Jn the past five years', there was an increase in the enrollment fn four- 
year ' col leges . This can be attributed largely to an -increase of poor-and 
minorify students who have 1-eceived filnanc4al aid from four-year colleges.^ 
The^decl ine in community college enrollment probably can be attributed to th^ 
end of the Vietnam War. In I96&, -many high school graduates who would not 
otherwi seHiave enrolled in college did so to prolong the period before they 
were drafted. It can be assumed ^that most o^ these students were enrolled in 
community colleges. No such motivation operated in 1973. * ' ^ 

OT some Interest is the' fact th^t there appears to be a slow but steady' 
increase in the enrollment in voca^tional schools. The percentage of graduates . 
in this category increased frgm a neg 1 ig i-ble f igu re inigAB ^o three per ceat 
in 1973. The^percentages^ that were employed* show.ed a substantial decline from 
1.9^8 to 1968, but registered aa increase from I968 to 1973. The percentages , ^ 
-of the unemployed, of ' hometnake^rs , and of those in -the military have, tended to ' 
decline' over the years. . * ' * 



TABLE 1- ' ' 
EDUCATIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF i^73 GRADUATES 
COMPARED WITH EARLIER GRADUATES 
ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION • 



Nljmber in ClaSs 



Number in Sample 



Students / 

Four-year College Students 
Community College Students 
Vocational School Students 
Totalis tudents 

Non-Students 

Employed » . 
Unemployed . 
^'Homemakers . 
Arme^J Forces 
Qther^* . . 

Total -Non-Students 



Total 



.19^8 



15.173, 



Gracfuates of - - - 
1953 1958 ^1963 , 1968 1973 



1 ,^»19 



lit, 226 17,507 25,020 32,1^9 ^33,163 
^^738 . 889 3,263 i^95^~vi7228" 



% 




% 


3; 


% ■ 


% 






- tt 








19 


19 


26 


30 


28 • 


32 


21 


''23 


32 


29 


37 


. 30 


0* 


0* t 


1 


2 


2 


3 


39 




59 


61 


67 


3 



37 




27 


27 


23 . 


26 


10 




3 . 


2 


2' 


3 


6 


6 


5 


3 


2 


2 


•5 


3 


5 


5 ' 




2 


3 




1 


2 


2 


2 


61 




Tn 


39 


33 ~ 


35 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 ■ 


• 100 



^^Less than-i of <> ^ 

"includes those who were ill, traveling or doing nothing in particular. 

Plans of the Graduates and Thei r- Status^ne Year After Graduation 
(Table 1 on page 

Table>2 indicates 'that there were smaller proportions of graduates enrolled 
in post-high school institutions one'year afler graduation than had planned such 
enrollment. The biggest difference was in community college enrol Iment,^ which 
at 30 per cent in May, 197^, was six percentage points less than the^expected 
.enrollment.' As will be shown in a later table,. many students enrolled in a 
community college in September, '1973 > but left college for employment or sortie / 
other activity. A small number started- in a communi ty ,col lege and transferred to 
. a Irour-year college. " \ » • - . 

Over-all enrpl Iment in college would have probably shown a bigger decline 
from planning to performance had not the planning categories of students include'^ 
a five per cent group who were listed as "uncertain*" Many of these uncertain 
students decided to go to college. 
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Educational and Em 
Ethnic.i-ty (Tabl e 3 



ployment Statgs of Graduates According to Sex and 

)T\ ■ ' — 



A detailed breakdown of the activities of the' graduar-es' one year after 
graduation is shown in Table 3.' More men than women Ve re enrolled in four-, 
year and community col leges ,- whereas more women than men were in vocat'ional 
schools, were employed, or were in other pursuits. Black and Spanish Surnamed 
respondents reported less college enrollment than Whites, but all three groups 
reported lesscol lege enrollment than the Asian-American respondents. Approx-' 
imatelyS; per cent of the Asian-Americans Were attending four-year or ^ 
community colleges. Lowest in college enrollment among the four- p r inc i pal 
ethnic groups were the Spanish Surnamed graduates. Spanish Surnamed graduates 
reported a combined enrollment of ^46 per cent in four-year and community 
colleges as compared with 62 per cent for all graduates in the study. The 
college enrol Imeri^t of Black respondents was 53 Per cent and that for^-White 
respondents, 67 percent. 
» 

^ TABLE 2 

PLAHIS OF G-RADUATES IN JUNE, 1973, AND STATUS AS OF MAY, ]S7k 



Number 



Students 

Foui:~year College Students * 

Community College Students 

Vocational School Students 



Tota||Students 



n-Students 
Employed . . 
Unemployed . 
Horpemakers . 
Armed Force's 
Other^'-'^A 
Unce rta i n 



Total ' Non-Students 
Total .. 



June 

1973 
Plans of 
Graduates 



1973 
Graduates 
i n 

May 197'* 



25,308'^ 



'4 , 228--^'^ 



27 
36 
_5 

68 



21 
0 
2 
2 
2 

32 
100 



32 
30 
_3 

*65 



26 

3 
2 
2 
2 

0 

. 35 
100 



J'leZ of 33,163 June, 1973 graduates who completed an in-school questionnaire 
-A13'« sample of 33,163 June,. 1973 graduates who completed the follow-up. 

quest ionnai re > ^ ' e v . 

Includes -those who were i,l 1 , travelling or doifi'g nothing in particular 



#The 'numerical data for Table 3 is presented in Appendix 6. 
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" Educational ^nd fmployment Status ' of Graduate s by Schools and Areas p 

(Table k) ' : ' 



* - The detailed data for sdiools and a'reas are presented in Tabl.e k. i 
data i^ so extens'ive that- only 'a -few.'h-ig'hl ights can be mentioned. Area D 
had" the h'ighest^erceatage jatt^ndj^ng four-^year' col 1 eges , with, 45 per cent. 
Area i had tWe 1argest'''percentag€".a't Jending^ coipmuni ty colleges, at M2 per 

'cent. Area B,had the highest percentage employed (A5 per cent) and theN • 
highest percentage in the "other"' status (20 per, cent')'. ' The "otW" group 

. included hiomemal<ers, the\^m"i 1 { tap.y , the cfnemptoyed^i those traveling, and 
thos^..d.oir)g nothing in particular'. • • ■*^- 1 . - 



The 



_ ..-^^ ■ ^ TABLE- V ■ . 

EDlfCATLONAi AWD EMPLOVMEN^f STATIIS Of ^:RADUATES ACCORD I'NG TO SCHOOLS AND AREAS 
• ONE 'YfAR -AFfER G/^ADUATION 



School and Area 
»— : — 



Number 
in. 
Sample 



PER CENT 



Four-' • . 

Year Communi ty: ' 
Col lege • Col )ege " - 
Students Students Emp toyed., Otber 



Total 



DISTRICT 



4,228 



' 31.9 



30.5 



25.6 12.0 



J 00.0 



Area A 

Bannin'g , 
-■ -Garson , v^. . . , 
Gardern 
' Nar^nne 

S'atf^edro 

. " Total -Area A . . . 
» . 

Area B . ' 

Bell . J, . . . . 

Huntington Park *' . . . 
' Jefferson 

Jordan ". . , . . . ". '. 

South Gate . . . . f. '.. 
Total -Area B ;. . 

Area C ■ • 

Fremont ........ 

Locl<e 

Washington 

Westcheste'r 

' Total'-Area C ; ... . 



TP 
93 
98 

74 
119 



54 
57 
29 
60 

265 ■ 



67 
72 
91 
1-02 
332. 



25.7 
10.8 
48.0 

29.7' 
'•26.9 
20- 



13.0 
.7- 



8. 



13.8 
20.0 
15.4 

T5TT 



22.4 
19.5 
25.3 

41.2 



27:1 
24.7 
25.5' 
21.6 

2Fr6' 



20.4 
■24.6 
17.2 
^3.4 
15.4 
20.4 



14.9 
20.8 
34.0 
30.4 
TIT 



30.0 
50.5 

• 19.3 

* 37.9 
20.2 



il7.2 
14.0 
7.2. 
10.8 
13.4 



.30.6 nT^ 



100.0 
voo.o 
100.0 
100.0 
rbo.'o 



57.4 
4^.9 
3.^-5 
28..3. 
55.4 
W3 



26.9 
' 33.3 , 
•25.3/ 
22.5 " 



9.2 
22.8 
34.5 
28.3 
. 13.8 
20.4 



35.8 
56.4 

•IS.-^ 
5.9 

■ 1i9.0» 



100.0 



100.0 
100,0 
•lOO.'O 
100.0 
100.0 



100.0 

( 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



lOO.'O 



(Continue,d nejjt page), 



•6 - 



13 



Table h (Cont.) Educational and Employment Status of Graduates According to 
.Schools and Areas - One Year After Graduati<in 



School and Area • ' 

Area D 

Harpf 1 ton ' . • . . 

Pal i-sades • . . 

University ; . . . 
Venice 

Total -Area^D . . 

Area E 

Crenshaw \ . . . 
D^rsey . . . ' . % . 
. Fa i rf ax' ... . . ' • 
Los Angeles • 
Total -Area^^'. ;. 

Area .J - ^ 

Belmont 

Hollywood . • . 
> Manuail Arts . . 
Total -Area P '. 



Area G 

Garfield . . 
Roosevelt . . . 

WiJson 

/Total-Area G . 

Area' H 

Eagle, Rock . • . 
Frankl in • . . . 
' Lincoln .... 
Marshall . . . 
Total --Area H . 

Area I 

Francis Polytechn 
Grant . • . . • 
Nojth Hoi lywood 
Verdugo Hills . 
Total-Area I 

.^A 



Number 

In 
Sampl e 



PER .CENT 

/— 



Four- " _ . 

Year, Community 
Col lege 'Tbl lege 
St^dertts: Students Employed Other 



T 

6.B 
6.1 
6.2 
8.8 
7.0 



12.8 
12.1/ 
3-7 
ik.M 
11.2' 



8.5 

10.^4 



12^4 

• 80 
_16 
290 



i8 

86"'- 
37. 

2^6 



102 
129 
63 

3^ 



i40.8 

22.1 
lit. 9 
26.0 



21 .0 
17.5 
2k. k 
21.1 



22.9 
20.9 
37.9. 

30.1 



19.6 
27.1 
25.^ 
26.1. 



56.6 


25.0 


.56.1 


26c 8 


^3.3 


31 .0 


32". ^4 


3^.2 




29.9 

1 


29.1 


31 .6 


kk.3 


25.2^ 


he. 3 


31.7 


"■26..0 • 


37.5 


.35.0- : 


31.5 



35t2 

3k,y 
We 



23. k 
ko.o 
23.3 
27.9 



^43.6. 
•30.2 . 
10.8 

40.0 
32. 9< 



i42, 

^50, 

33: 



.11.8 
IT.O 

19.5, 

2^.6 

17.7 



26.5 
17.8 

18.3, 
22.1 . 
21 .5 



-■15,5 
22. 

26.9 
■2lTt 



36.3 • 19.3 
22.5 20.0 
33.7 " ■ j8^ 
31.7' 19.3. 



22.9 
38. 
■ 1.6.2 
10.7 
237? 



.4. 
.6 



28, 

ir 
33.3 

24.6 
ITT 



•T0:4- 
10.5- 

35; t 
•8^0 • 



■9.8 

10.'9' 
12.7-'' 
16.0 



(Continued next page) 
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Table A (Contr) Educational and Employment Status oC^GraduatVs 
^ , Schools and Areas - .One vlar. After Graduation 



According to . 



School and Area 



Area- J 

~ Bi rmingham ... 
Monroe . , . /. . 

Reseda 

Van Nuys . , . . . 
total -Area J . 

Area K 

Granada Hills . . 

Kennedy 

San Fernando . 
Sylmar . . . . 
Total-Area/K . 

Area L / 

Canqga ParR . . . 

fhatsworth . . 

C Veyelaod ^ 
■ El 'Cam I no Real 
;;.Tafvt . . 
-yTota-1-Anea :L , . 



Numbfer. 
in 

-Sample 



76 
78 



\0k 
81 
^♦8 

Jl 
300 



, '^ 95 
•■ 142. 
^ 68, \ 
\ 135 • 

■ a6¥ 



/ / PER CENT.- 



Four-" . _ 

/ear .Comrnun! ty^ ' 
College Col lege 
St/udents .^tudents,<Employed' Other 



3''5:8. 

3i;2- 

35.3-' 



28. l4 

i.3 7 
32.4. 
42.2 
47.6 

■^oTT 



38.4 

29*5 
38.2 
30.8 
33.7 



8.7 

29.5.' 

27..'6 

21,.«' 



■4.8 
4.7 ' 
10.5 

5:1 



22. .3' 5.9 




30.5^ 
2^.1 
27.. 9 
.33.3 
29.0 
29.4 



34;. a 

.23.2 
29.4. 
18.5 
17.8 



6.3 
.7.0 
10.3 
.6.0 

5.6 



23T6 S^Tf 



Total • 



-lOO.Oiii- 
10,0.0 ■ 
100.0 
100.0 

1QO..0. 
101(^0 
100.0 
IQOVO 



100.0 



100.0- 
1•00^0 
100.0- 
1 0'O'.O 
1,00 . 0 



100.0 



:D1 STRICT 



4,228 ' ^ 



'31,9 



30.5 



25.6 12.0 



100.0 



School and Colli eqe'.'EriroUtnen.t of ^T973 G>aduates Coltipared with Earl.ier 
G}-adiiates\.;(Tabl^ S) . ' ■' > . r\ ' v \ ' 



.<s. 



• - ; \. As sl^own.in Tabl'e 5> the tfends from 1963 to, 1973 indicate that there has ' 
• ; 1*^^?" increasingierfrplTmeht; In; California State-Un.lverSsI^ de- 
•■ .'• 1 ;Cj,iinln9 enrol lementiat campuses of the UniversTty^.pf Ca~"li forn ia, a^id I-ncreas img ' 
^ pf?roMmifent in Gall-fornia Independent colleges. T+ie proportionate enrollment In 
^^i' --/" ^ °'^'^r°^"State college? dnd fn community colleges remained almost constant fromx 
' ,*^19^3. to T973,.. but '^f'pTevious'ly mentioned, there vas a decline in community 

•'■'•'••^ ^Vcoi lege; ehrol I'ment! f rb^ 



'J.'* ' rid 



1^ 



if 



idols' 



.TABLE' 5 



SCHOOL AND OQVLEGE ENROLLMENT OF 1973 GRADUATES- 
'." ••■ COMPARED'WiTH EARLIER. GRADUATES 





/ • 1* . - V 










Graduates of - 






■ / 


1963 • 


1968 • 


1973 




Number 


1/988 : 


3,231 


2,775 


Schools and Colleges 






% 


^- 


Four-year Colleges ' • - 

California Statp 'Un'iv.and Colleges 
^UnivLersi X.^ of. Gal ifornia(al 1 campuses 
rC,^n fornla ^rndependent . Col leges . . . 


17 

) 20 
6 

"6 


16 • 
' 17 

5 
- 5 


20 ■• 
15 • 

9 

5 


Comn)uhlty Colleges / ' v 
^ Los Angeles District Colleges . . . . 

Undesignated "Community 'Col leges . . . 


^♦9 


^3 


^9 


36 
11 
1 


• ^5 

9 

0 ' 


37 
-• 8. 
1 




■ i»8 




i46 






3 


3 


5 


0 • 


Total . . .■ 


100 


100 


100 



Enrollment in Schools, and Colleges According to Sex and Ethnicity 

(Table 6/on pa ge 10) \ » 

J? . ' 

Larger percentages of woftien were attending California State Colleges and 
vccat ionaU schools , whereas greater percentages of men were enrol >ed in the 
campuses of the University of California and community colleges. ' There were 
only small differences between the sexes in enrollment in other types of 
schools. » ' ' • 

As iart-Amer%:ans had the highest percentages attending California State 
Institutions, the campuses of the Univer.si ty yof California, and California 
independent colleges. Blacks h^cj the highest percentages attending out-of- 
state colleges and vocational schools. The highest percentage attending 
community colleges was reported' by Spanish Surnamed respondents. White grad- 
uates' made up such a large proportion of tf^e continuing their education, 
that the proportions attending the various t^j^s of schools and colleges 
tended to be close to the average of x all graduates. 
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Details of Enrollment in Schools aVid Col leges (Table 7 ) 



Table 7 presents the enrollment at individual ^Colleges and universities.. 
The reader is cautione^^ to recall that this is the enrollment only for a 
sample of graduates, and not for the total graduating class. The llstiha is 
given 'only' to indicate the approximate order of popularity of post-high >chool 
'insti tutjons among Los Angeles City'high school' graduates . 



[ABLE 7 

DETAILS OF ENF(OULMENT OF FifLL-fT^i STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
HIGH "SCHOOL GRADUATES ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION 



individual -Schools and Colleges 



1. L. A. Pierce CoJlege . . «^ 

2. Cal. State U., Northridge 

3-' U. C. L. A 

M. Los Angeles Valley College 

5. Los Angeles City College . 

6. Los Angeles Harbor College 

7. U. S. *C. 

8. Santa Monica City Co-llege. 

9. East L. A J Col lege . . , . . 
10; Cal. State U. , Long. Beach 

11. L.. A. Trade-Tech. College 

12. Cal. State U., L'os AngeJes 
13., West L. A. College .... 
Tj.'Cal. State U., San Diego 

15. U. C. , San Diego . \ 

16. U.xsC. , . Santa Barbara 
17..* Glendale College . <■ 
18. Cal. State C, Dominguel 
.19. U. C. , I rvine .... 
20.. U. C. , Berkeley . . . 

21. L.' A. Southwest College 

22. CI aremont Col leg^s . . 
23^ Ocjci dental College . . 
ik.'Ve^feejrdtne University 
25., U. C. , Santa Cruz . . . ' 
26.4 El Camino Col lege . . • 
27.' U. C:, Davis 



291, 
280 
267 
229 
1^3 
116 
102 
95 
90 
83 
78 
75 
67 
h7 
k2 
37 
32 
36 
25 
23 
22 
'•18 
17 
17 
16 
15 
13 



28. College of Canyons"' . . 

29. Loyola-Marymount ,y.nj vers'i ty 
.30. Cerritos College . . . 

31. Cal. St. U., Sah Luis Obispo 

32. Compton College . . 

33. Stanford University . . 
3^4'.' U. C. , Riverside . . . 

35. Pasadena City-College . 

36. Cal. State U., Pomona . 

37. Long Beach City College i . 

38. Northrup Inst, of T^echno'logy 

39. Cairfornia Lutheran Col^Iege 

Grouped Schools and Colleges 

. 1. Private Vocational Sc/ools 

2. Other Community Colleges 

3. Other lnd.ependent Caiif. Col. 
^4. Occupational^ & Skill/ Ctrs. 

5. Far Western Colleges . . 

6. Other Cal. State Cq'l leges 

7. Eastern Col leges . . . 

8. Midwestern Colleges . . 
•9. Southern Colleges . . . 

10. Armed Forces Academies 

1 1 . Foreign Col leges . ... 

12. Southwestern Colleges . 

13. High School Post-Graduate 



12 
11 
10 
9 
8 
6 
5 
5 

2 
I 



92 
70' 
-60 
39 
38 
33 
33 
30 
7 
7 
7 
5 
5 



Total 



2,773 
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. .Col lege Curricula of I973 Graduates Compa red with Earlier Graduates 
' (Table 8) ^ Z 

The trends in college curricula among Los Angeles City high sch^l graduates 
?re somewhat corffus-ing. With one exception, there does not appear to be any con- 
sistent treqd'up oc down. Education Is the only exception, having lost consider- 
ably in popularity srinceT953. This is partly because of the declining opjDortuni/ 
In the/field and also due to the fact that few t'ol leges now offer undergraduate 
majorp'ln the field. However, education did^show a small increase in popularltv 
from 1968 to 1973. This increase was partly the result'of an' increasing 1 
of students deciding on careers in the field of Early Childhood Educa^tion, 

i| big changes ii) col lege curr i cu la from I968 
nanities and science-engineering. Seventeen 



Ity^ 
number 



to 1973 were in two fields: 
per cent of the 1973 graduates 



the human 

chose a major in the humanities area as comp^p^ with 2k per cent of the"l968 
gr^ad-uates.' During the same period, the proportion of graduates in science ^nd 
engfnpering increased from I8 per cent ito 25 per xent. 

* • 

^"--^ TABLE 8 

COLLEGE CURRICULA OF 1 sX. GRADUATES COMPARED WITH EARLIER GRADOATES 

ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION. 



Number Selecting Cut'ricula 



Curr icu la 



1953 



Graduates of - - - 

1958 1963 I96S 1973 



329 



,^93 1,788 2,^73 



• > 



Busjness and Secretarial , 
Education .... ^ ... , 

Human! ties* ..... .4 , 

Medical Services . , , 

Science and Engineering** 
Social ScienceS\^ . . , . . , 
Trade and Technical i . , 



Total 



19 


u ■ 




• 15 


16 


15 •> 


13 


• 7 




6 


13 


16 


.22 




17 


10 


. 9 


8 ' 




JO 


25 


23 


17 




.25 


12 


^9 


•25 


27 ■ 


• 23 


6 


6 


7 


5 


3 


100 , 


100. 


100 


100 


• 100 



^^Includes the Arts, Literature; Philosophy, and Foreign Language, 
Includes Architecture and Agriculture Currhcula 
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College Curricula According to Sex and. et>1 lege Level (table 9) 

■ ~ ^ ' 5 ? 

Of the 1973 graduates who had declare.d a major^after one year of college, 
hig-her percentages of men than women were^'t^king majors in the fields of 
science-engineering and in the trade- technical field, whereas. more women than ^ 
men were taking majors in education:, medical sefvice, the hiimanities and in 
the business-secretariaTf lelds- - As compared with community college students, 
there were. more four-year college students taking majors jn science-engineering 
and in the social sciences', whereas there were more cbmmun i ty ^ col 1 ege students 
•taking majprs in the business-secretarial, education, and medical services 
fields. ^ 



^ T/\BLE 9 

COLLEGE CURRICULA OF FULL-TIME STUDENTS ACCORDING TO SEX AND COLl^^E LEVEL 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION 



' f 


Ful 1 -Ti(pe 
Students 


A 

Men Women 


four-' 

Year . Community , 
Col .lege College 
Students • Students 


Number Selecting Curricula 


1,877*' • 


90D •■ 977 


997,' 880 


Curricula 


% 


X % . 


% % 


Agriculture and Related ... 
Business and Secretarial . . 

'Science and Engineering . 
Spcial Sciences 

Total , 


1.9 
15-9 

6.1 
ffrj 

.9-9 
23,^ 
22.8 

.3.3 
1^00.0 


i 

2.1- 1.6 
14.0 17.6 

2.3 9.6 
12.8 20.3 

7.3 12.2 
- 32.7 15.0 
22.8 -22.9 
" 6.0 0.8 

10Q.0 100.0 


0.7 3.2 

10.2 22.3 J* 
k.3 8.2^ 

17.3 16.0 
6.2 ^ U.O 

3k. 5 10. 9 
. 26.8 « 18. A 
0.0 7.0 

100.0- 100.0 



7.60 or' 29^ of al 
list a major. 



college students had an "undeclared" major or failed to 



* ) 
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Detai fs of College CurMcul.a (Table 10 ) • ^ 

Table 10 lists the individual majors ot the'^four-year and community college 
students who had selected a major. It should be emphasized that a sizeable 
prtjportion (29 per centX had not yet declared' a college major. 



TABLE 10 

DETAILS OF COLLEGE CURRICULA OF FULL-TIM^ STUDENTS 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ONE YEAR-^FTER GRADUATION 



1 . '^Biolog i cal Sciences .... 176 

%. Bu-siness Administration . . 168 

3. History or Political Science 1^7 

k. Psychology 103 

5- Social Sciences 93 

6. Art, Design, or Photography ^2 

7. Mathematics or 'Computer Sci. 7^ 

8. Education 7I 

9., Secretarial Science .... 65 

10. Engineering 6^ 

11 . Nursing (RN)^ (pre) ' 57 

12. Physical Sciences '53 

13- Accounting . . . ^. . 51 

1^. Music 51 

15. English or Literature ... ^9 

16. Physical Ed. or Recreation'. 'kk 

17. Medicine (MD) (pre) . . ; 38 

18. Foreign Langu/ges 35 

19. Theater Arts or Broadcasting 30 

20. ^ Writing or Journalism ... 29 

21. Dentistry (pre) ...... 26 

22. Police Science 26 

23. Liberal Arts 2^ 

2^'. Medical or Dental Technology 22 

25. Architecture ^J^., 21 

26. Home Economics or Dietetics ' 20 
27.. Law (pce) I7 

28. Forestry or Conservation . . 16 

29. Heal^th Science 16 

30. Machinery or Mechanics . : 16 

31 . ^Electronics ^ , l^ 

32. Communications , 

33- Animal Husbandry ...... 11 

3^. Drafting 11 

: ^-rr. ■ 



35- Pharmacy (pre) . . : . 10 

36. Social Work,(preX .... 10 

37. Medical or ^Dental Assisting 9 

38. Physical or'Occupat. Therapy 9 

39- D^ta Processing • . . 8 

^0. Military Science* . .* 8 

^1 . Religion or Philosophy . . 8 

^2. Veterinary Science (pre). .. 8 

^3.' Bui Iding Crafts 7 

kk.' Ecology . . . . . ^ . . . 7 

^5- Graphic Art's ........ 7 

^6. Cosmetology or Barbering . 6 

kj . Dancing 5 

48. Fire Protection Science . . 3 

^9- Floristry 3 

50. Lag^scape Architecture . . 3 

51 . Merchandi s ing 3 

52. - Agriculture . \ ,2 

5J. Industrial Arts 2 

5^. Vocational Nursing' .... 2 

55- ^v^J^Ising- .......... 1 

Grouped Occupations 

J. Other Science and 

Engineering . . . . 16' 

2. Other Medical 'Service ... k 

3. 'Othefr Business or ^ 

S^ret^ial 2 



Total 



1,877 
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. Occupations of Full-time Employed and^CoHecie Students Workrng Rart-time 
* (Table 11) ^ - » 

The prin'bipal occupational groupings of .the graduates one year ^fter grad- 
uation were (ll clerical., (2) servi^ce,^ (3) unskilled or semiskilled and * ^ 
{k) -sales. Women graduates were concentrated' i n ^the cler i ca 1 , jales and service 
areas, whereas the male occupations were principally in th^ unski- 1 led-semi ski 1 led, 
clerica^l and service/areas. Approximately one'^third of the men were in either 
unskilled or semiskilled occupations and one-half the women, were in -clerical - 
occupations. ' . , , ' 

A higher percentage of the full-time employed were working in clerical 
occupations and higher percentages of working students were working in sales 
and service occupations. f - ^ ^ ' ' '( 



TABLE 11 ; / • ' 

OCCUPATIONS OF FULL-TIME EMPLOYED AND COLLEGE STUDENTS WORKING PART-TIME 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ONE Y^AR AFTER GRADUATI ON 





^mployecT 
Graduates 


<f 

Weu . ■Wom^n 


i ' Co] lege , 
Ful |- Students" 
Tim4 ' Worki ng 
Employed Part-Time 


Number Employed 


2,117* 


936 ' \,2i4l- 


. 9li^ 1 ,262** 


Occupational Groupings 


• y 


X ■ % 


% % • 


Professional & Semi -Profess ipnal 
Managerial or Managerial-trainee 

Skilled (Apprentice or »lper) 
Unskilled or Semiski 1 le-Q . * ♦ 

^' ^. , Total 


2.h 
1.7 

13.8 
19.2 
6.6 
18.9 

100.0 


2.6 2.3 

2.3 r.1 
'20.^ ' 50.3' 
-■1-1.8 15:3^ 
15. A 22.1 
13.6^ 1.3 
33.9 7.6,. 

1,00.0 100 '6' 


t.8 2.9. 
2.5 1.0 • 
k^.\ 31.9 
9.9 1'6^6 
'\k:k 11.1 
8.9 -^.9 
" 17.4.' 20.0 

, 100.6" . lOd.O 



^*Occupational data available for of full-time employed. 
**lncludes all stud^ts who had some work experience. 'The 1 ,262 exceeds 
the employed college students of May, 197^, • by> 1 78. ^ • " v 
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Details of Occupations of Gr.aduates Working Full-time (Table 12) 

T&ble \1 lists. In detail the jobs held by the fuM-time employed graduates 
on^ year aften graduation. ^ Becausq of, the wid,e variety of occupations in the 
clerical, unski 1 led/ski 1 led^and service fields, it was necessary to- categor I ze 
sofrie of these occupations into mi seel lancQus categor i.^s. 



. TABLE 12 

DETAILS OF OCCUPATIONS OF EMPLOYED WORKING FOLL-TLME 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES^ ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION ■ 



r. 

2. 
3. 

k. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

H.10, 
11. 
12. 
13- 
1^. 
-15. 
16. 
17. 
1-8. 

19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2^. 
25. 
26. 

27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 

3^. 



Clerk-'^yptst 'lOO 

Sales Person 87 

Assembler or Factory Worker ^ 59 

Stenographer^ '56 

Stock, '.Ship, or Receiving C-lk. ^6 

Receptionist or PBX Operator 32 

Cashier or Checker .... 30 

Machi'ne Tr.ades^ Occupation . 2^ 

Building Trades Occupation 23 

Clerk, Acct'g, Bank qr Credit 23 

Helper," War ehous'^ or Stores . 23 

'Counter -Person (Fast Food) 2K 

Cook . . ' 20 

Hospital Attendant . . i . I9 

Waiter or Waitress . . . I9 

Box Boy or Box Girl . . . I5 

Clerk, Insurance ...... \\\ 

School Aide ........ \l\ 

Bank Teller . ^ I3"' 

Manager, Retail Establishment 13 

Medical Assistant I3 

Bookkeeper S Bookkeep-Cash i er -12 

>lai 1 Carrier or Clerk . . <^ 11 

Graphic Arts Occupation . . \ 10 

.Manager-trainee . . . . 10 
Recreation Leader or 

Noon-Aide . .' 8 

pruck'Drjver 8 

Lustodian ^ 

^Dental Assistant 7 

Laboratory Assistant ... 7 
Service Station Attendant . ' 7 

Guard or Police Assistant ?' 6 
Machine oV Hand Operator, 

Garments 6 

Maid 6- 



3^5. ^Telephone Operator .... 6 

'36.' Cosmetologist, or Barber 5 

37. Kitchen Helper or Bus Boy 5 

38. Auto Repair Occujjatidri . . '4 

39. ' Data Processing Operator . ^4 
^0. Laborer, Construction . . k 
k\ . Routeman or» Delivery Person K 
kl. Musician ......... k 

kZ* Photogr^f^er ' l\ 

kk. Agriculture Workec . . . 3 

^5. Art*or Craft Worker . > . 3 

^6. Business Machine Operator 3 

^7. Gardener A' ' ' ^ 

^8. 'Usher or Ride Operator^ . . 3 

^9. Actor or Actress . i . . . 2 

50. Electronics -Occupation . . 2 

51. Florist's Assistant ... 2 
^52. Key Punch Operator .... 2 
-53.' Library Clerk 2 

5^^. Model . • , . / 2 

55'. AnFmal Caretaker . . ^. . . 

56. Athlete . . . . . . . 

57. -Drafting Occupation . . /. 

58. Forestry Worker . ^ . . 

59. Religious Worker ...... 

Grouped Occupations 

1. Miscellaneous ClericaJ . . 39 

2. Miscellaneous Unskilled^ . 2> 

3. Miscel laneogs Skilled Trainee 9 
Miscellaneous Service . . ,.3 



Total 



915 
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Details of Occupations' of Co'lJege Students V/orking Part-time (Tables I3) 

The part-time jobs of^ students differed from those held by full-time . 
workers in two respects: (I) 'there were a great many pidre sa^^es clerks among 
the college students, and (2) many of the jobs of college students are campus 
related, e..g, ,^ library clerk, custodian, tutor, laboratory assistant, etc. 



. • TABLE '13 
DETAILS OF OCCUPATIONS OF'COLLEGE STUDENTS^ WORKI NG PART-TIME 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OI|E YEAR AFT£R GRADUATION 



r. 
2. 
3. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
J2. 

13. 
1^. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21 . 
22: 
23. 
2^4. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
.28. 
29. 
30. 

3U 
32. 

33. 

3^. 

35. 

36. 



Sale's Person \ . . 1 89 

Clerk-Typist 8^ " 

Box Boy or Bdx Girl . . . 62 

Cashier on Checker * 61.,. 

School Aide 51 

Stock, Ship, or Receiving ,Clk. 52 

Counter Person (Fast Food),, . ^7 
Recreation Leader, or 

Noon-Aide 

kitchen Helper or Bus Boy . . 38 

Assemb^Mr or Factory vforker . 33 

Waiter or Waitress 32 

Hospital Attendant ^. 28 

Library Clerk ' . . 28 

Stenographer * 23 

Custodian 22 

Helper, Warehouse or.Stpres . 22 

Laboratory Assistant . . 22 

Receptionist or PBX Operator. 21 

Servi.ce Station Attendant . . 21 

4Jsher or Ride Operator . . 19 

Mail Carrier or Clerk .... I8 

Tutor or Counselor 18^ 

Clerk, Acct'g.,Bank or Credit 17 

Routeman or Delivery Person . 17 

Zoo\f 

Gar/tiener . . ^'15 

Graphic Arts Occupation ... 10 

Guard or Pol^^^e Assistant ^ -10 

Musician v 10 

Bookkeeper & Bookkeep-Cash ie r 8 

Machine Trades Occupation . . 8 

Clerk,^ Insurance 7 

Manager, Trainee ...... 7 

Telephdnfe Operator 7 

Building Trades Occupation . 6 

Data Processing Operator . . 6 



37. ^ntal Assistant 6 

38. <libid4^ 6 

39- Manager ,Retai 1 Es.tabl i shment 6 
^0. Parking Lot Attendant * (x 

k\ . Truck' Driver 6 

^2. Actor or Actress . 1 ..... ^ 
^3. Animal Caretaker ^ 
kk. Drafting Occupation/-": . . . ^ 
^5. Electronics Occupation . . . ^ 
^6. Art or Craft Worker . r . . 3 
^7. Bank Teller 3 
^8.' Huckster 0/ Peddler .... 3 
^9. Agriculture Worker 2 

50. Auto Repair Occupation ... 2 

51. Kery Punch Operator 2 
52 Laborer , Const ruct ion . . ! 2 
53. MedicaT Assistant 2 

*5^. Business Machine Operator . 1 

55. . Cosmetolog i st -1 

56. Machine Or Hand Operator, 

Ga rmcnt ^ 1 

57.. Model ^. . . . 1 

58.^^' Photpgf-apher ... ^ .... 1 

'59; Transl ator ^ 1 

Grouped Occupations * • 

1. Miscellaneous Clerical . . .56 

2. *Mi seel lancous Unskilled . .^0 

3. Mi seel laneous Sk'i 1 led 

Trainee '.6 

k. Mi seel laneous Service ... 6 

Total * ^ 1 ,262 



/ 
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Requirement of .High School biploma for Employment (Table 1^) 

Of the full-time employed, approximately one-half of the graduates - 
reported that a high school diploma was not required by their employer as ^ 
condition of employment and another one-fift*h were uncertain. A much larger 
percentage of women than men indicated that a diploma was required. The 
responses of working college students w^re not reported for this question for 
two reasons: (1) coNege sjtuients tend to take any Job available, and (2) many 
of their jovs are on-campus positions aval lable only to college stude.nts, which 
llmjts them, of course\ to 'Students with a high school, diploma. 



, TABLE U 

REQUrREMENT OF HIGH SCHOOL DiRLOMA FOR EMPLOYMENT *• 
GRADUATES EMPLOYED FULL-TIME ONE YEAR, AFTER HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 



; Response to Question : Was a high schooKdiploma required by your 

employer as a condition of obtaining employment?^^ 





• 


1 


Graduates 
Employed 
Rul 1-Time 


x — • 

Men 


Women 




< 




> 




Number 


871* 


383 


^488 








c 






, ^ 




% 




1 








Y.es 

Uncertain . . 


' 28.6 
50.6 
20.8 


16.7 
■ 68.7 
1A.6 


37.9 
• 36.5 

25.6 


J 










Total 

1 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 









^B0% of full-time employed responded to question. 






' Helpfulness of High->Scfaool Education in Employment. (Table 15) 

» 0 — . / 

Of the graduates* employed f ul 1 -time, J1 , per cent reported some degree of 
helpfulness of their high school education in their employment. More women 
than^ men reported that their high school education was helpful, but the 
difference between the ^exes was opt df a large magnitude. 



* - o . TABLE 15 

- flfetPFULN&SS OF HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION IK EMPLOYMENT 
GRADUATES EMPLOYfD FULL-TIME ONE YEAR AFTER HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATWN 

Rjfesponse to Que-stlon : How helpful is your high school education in 

your employment? •« 



/ 



/ 





Graduates * 










Employed 










Full-Time 


Men 


Women 


-Nuffiber 


876^ 


385 






% 


%' 


% 


Very He.lpful . 




• -20.3 


22. 


8. 


Helpful ' . • . 




46.7 


50. 


5 * 


.Not Helpful . 




33.0 

« 


. 26. 


7 


Total 


TOO.O 


-100.0 


100. 


0 



*8l^ of full-time employed responded' to question. 
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^ ^''^^ High School Courses the Graduates Wished They Had Taken (Table 16) 

Wh^n asked which bourses they wished they -had takeq *as preparation for 
employment;^ (or wished .they had taken more than they djd) , the graduates ^ 
indicated their choices in the following order: (l) office skills, (2) book- 
keeping^ (5) mathematics, (k) English, and (5), data processing. A much larger 
group of women than men answered this question, and the above order of choices- 
is almost ^exactly in the same order as it was for the female respondents. 
The principal male choice^ were (1) mathematics, (2) craft or industriaf skills, 
'(3), bookkeeping, {k) English, and (5) office skills. 

The r^nk order of wished-for courses did not differ greatly between the 
graduates when analy<:ed according to their post-high school, statits. 

The courses in Table 16 were listed on the questionnaire as, a checklist 
which was derived from a questionnaire used in art^)ther district.- However, 
. manyof ^the respondents wrote in courses that were not listed. .The written- in 
.dburses are obviously not comparable with the checkJist courses, and as a ^ 
tonsequerice, the former are not listed. J.t would be well for future investi- 
gators to include a complete range of high school courses ,^ particijlarly thdse 
in the fields of science, social studies., music, and physical education. 



-Office of^Research and- Evaluation , .Thft School DTstrict of Philadelphia. 
Survey of Phi ladelphia High^School Graduates, Class of 1971 and Class of 



1972. 
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- « Branch of 'Service of Gr^aduates Servi ng In Armed Forces (TableQ?) 

/ ^ - > 5 ' • * / / 

^ The Air Forfce ai^d the Armyr were the princlpa'l branches of service chosen 
by the' graduates entering the armed forces. It shou;ld be emphasized that the 
^rmed forces dataf. in this study may.be underestimated, since graduates in the 
mllitaVy were afnobg the mo^t dlff icul t to Contact or to obtain completed 
questionnaires once they had been contacted. ^ * K 



Post-High School Education of Graduates Not Attending a S chool or College 
- In May, 197A (Table tSl 

Of 'those; not enrol led full-time in college in May 1974, , approximately 
25 per cent had erirolled in some type of full-tinTe or part-time education since 
leaving high school. Most c/ the'se graduates had attended a community college. 

^ Of thosQ who had left a school or colleg^e, approximately one-half had 
attended thre insti tution for at least one semester.' Only about one in ten had 
gope to school for less than one month. , \ . 1 

Of those who had left bchool , approximately, one-fourth had' completed the 
course they had planned to take. Most of -this 'iroup had completed 'a three-month, 
sIx-montK, or nine-month course in a vocat lOnaJ^chool . Other than the comple-./" 
tlon of the coursQ^ the principal reasons gi'Viafft^4)r : leaving school centered--. 
around personal- problems and financial problems^l^^-Oni^ fjye per cent of^tVi9se/ 
who had left post-high school institutions i nd ica ted thai' ifte ca'us"g was academic' 



TASLE 17 / . 

BRANCH OF SERVICE OF GRADUATES SERVING IN ARMED FOPiCES 
tilGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION 



^ ' ♦ 


Graduates 










In. ^ 






t 




Arm^d 










Forces 


Men 


Women 




Number 


102* 


• ^ 93 


9 






















* / 


Af r Forqe . . 


■ -38. z; 


36.6 


55.6 




' Army , 


3 A. 3 


3k. l\ 


33.3 




Marines . . 


7.9 • 


8.6 


0.0 




Navy . \ . . 


• 19.6 \ 


' 20.4 


11.1 




Total ' 


' TOO.O 


lOQ.O 


100.0 





*10'0^ of samg^ed j^afl^uates in armed forces. 



TABLE 18 

POST-HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION OF GRADUATES NOT/ ATTEND I NG , 
A SCHOOL OR COLLEGE IN MAY/ 197^ . 
1973 GRADUATES ONE YEAR AFTER GRADUATION 

Response to Question: If. you were not attending a school or college ^ . 

May 5-11, 197^, but did attend one sometime between high school graduation 
and May, 197^J, indicate the following: xname of school or college, time 
Tn attendance, and reason for leaving. 



Noh-Students 
in bai4iple 



Number 



1 ,^55 



Type'^of School 



Four-year College . 
Community College 
vocat'iona^l School . 
Adult School * . . . 
Armed Forces School 



Never Attended a Schoo] 



Total 



2.5 
15.3 
5.6 

1.3 
0.6 

100.0 



Leavers of Post-High 
School I nst i tutions 



Number 



.350* 



J^^rpe in School 



ne Semester or More 
One to^Four Months 
Less than One Month . 



Total 



,5i.^ 
35.7 
10.9 

100.0 



Leavers^of Post-High 
School I nst i tut ions 



Number - 386^ 



Reasons for Leaving 



1 . 

2. 
3* 



Personal .Reaaons • . . 
Completed Course . . 
Financial Reasons , . . 
Academic Difficulties 



k Medidal Reaso'ns,"^ 



-Taking lOne SeTne^^fej/jacaLion from -School 



Total 



56.2 
25'. 1 
17.5 

i».6 

113.7''' 
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*S5% of,..leayers indicated time-in school , and 33% irvdicated reason for leaving-J 
**Total exceeds >00^; respondents were permitted to check more than one reason- 
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III. OPINIONS OF GRADUATES CONCERNING CERTiftJ N' H I GH SCHOOL SUBJECTS 

In this section and in the following fouf sections, the opinions of 
graduates are reported on the basis of how they indicated their agreement or 
disagreement with k2 statements tti.at related to their high j.chool experience. 
The opinions of the^graduates are presented in five groupings: (1) subje&ts, 
(2) curriculum, (3) teaching, (4) counseling, and (5) administration. The 
items in the questionnaire were not presented in the abovAorder but were 
deliberately mixed to avoid any' poss i bi 1 i ty of response pa*^rns. Thfr number ' 
of each item in the questionnaire is shown after the wording^^ the s'tatement. 

In the questionnaire, the respondents had four options to, eva 1 uate-an' 
agreement or disagreement with each statement: "strongly agree," "agree," 
"disagree,/' dnd "str^ly disagree." In order to simplify^^e analysis af the 
responses/ the first^^o options were combined into one response, "agree, 'J^ 
and the fast two options were combined in one response^ "disagree." 

Engl ish Ski 1 Is (Table 19) ' ^ ^ 

Sixty per cent of the -g raduates agreed with the statement that their 
English courses had given them adequate preparation in using English skills 
well enough for college work, or for emplbyment, or for writing letters. Women 
reported more" sat i sf act ion^ than men with their English skills, and Black respon- 
dents reported substantial ly more satisfaction with their English skills than 
any other.ethnic group. As might be expected, the respondents attending college 
rated their English skills considerably lower than did the non-college respondents 

Understanding of United States History (Table 20) 

Approximately one-half of the respondents (48 per cent) agreed vyith the 
statement that their course in United States history was most realistic and 
that it has helped them understand our nation's past and present problems. 
The difference in the opinions of men and women in respect* to their history 
instruction was not large, but Black and Spanish Surnamed respondents reported • j 
substantially more satisfaction than did the other ethnic groups. When the - 
responses were analyzed according to the graduates' post-high school activity,' 
four-year cbl lege 'students were the least satisfied, and 'those wh® were neither ^ 
employed ^nor in college were the most satisfied. 

Role of Ethnic Minorities in 'History (Table 2*1) * 

Two in five of the respondents agreed that their high school courses hah 
helped them become aware of the role of racial and ethnic minorities in the; 

story of' the United States. The response-patterns b^ sex was not di ss imijar., 
but there were marked differe^pces according to the raciaTa^nd ethnic 'background 
of the respondents. Only 3^per cent of the Asian Americans reported agreeh}e.nt 
•with this statement as compared with ^48 per cent of the Blacks and 51 per .cent 
of the Spanish Surnamed respondents. College students (especially four-'^ear 
college students) expressed less satisfaction about their understanding of the 
ethnic role in history than did the rfon-college .respondents. * ' " 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES CONCERNING CERTAIN HIGH SCHQOL SUBJECTS 



Note : I tern numbers in parenthtesis refer to location of item on opinion 
polK "AGREE" and "STRONGLY AGREE" responses have been combined into one 
category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "ST^ONGl^Y Dl SAGREE" ^responses have been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE," 



TABLE 19' 



My English courses gave me an adequate 
preparation in using English skills 
well enpugh for college work,' or for 
employment, or for writing letters, 
- . ; (Item 18) 



AM'graduates in Sample 

Men 

Women 



% ' % 

AGREE DISAGREE 
. . 60 ' ^40^ 



57 

61 



Asian Americans 57 

Blacks 55 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 58 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed . .59 

Other Ethnic , ...... 60 

Four-year College Students 55 

Confhiunity College Students ... 56 

Employed ■'• • 66 

Not in Colloge Nor Employed. . . Q] 



i»3 
39 

35 
k2 
k] 
kO 

hS 
kk 

19 



' TABLE 21 

My high school courses did a good job 
in helping me to become aware of the 
role of racial and ethnic minorities 
in the history of the United States. . 

• ■ (Item 21) 

AGREE DISAGREE^ 



All graduates in Sample 

Men . 

Women". - . . . . 



Asian Americans •'. 

Blacks ; 

Spanish Surnamed Ameticar>s. . . 
Whijes^'except Spanish Surnamed. 



Other Ethnic , 



Four-year College Students 
Community College Students 

EnnTDloyed 

Not in Colleg^Nor Employed 



■hi 
'39 

35 
^8 

51 
.36 
38 

31- - 
k] - 

hi 



6D 

58 
61 

65 
52 
^9 
(>k 
62 

69 
59 
52 
53 



TABLE 20 

My high school course in U»S^ History 
was most real istic; . i t helped me 
understand our nation's^ past and pres- 
ent problems^ 

(Item 12) 



All graduates in Sample 

Men .... 
Women ... 



AGREE DISAGREE 

^8 52 



50 

hi 



Asian Americans 

Blad^s"^' 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed . 
Other Ethnic 



^♦7 
. 55 
57 



Four-year College Students. . 
Community College. Students ' 
Employed. . . .... 

Not in College Nor Employed. 



h3 

51 
56 



50 

53 

53 
^5 
hi 
55 
5h 

57 
51 
^9 



'Data for tables 19 to 60 reflect the 
responses of from 83^ to 89^ of the 
graduates in the sample. 



Understanding the Functioning of Government (Table 22) • 

Approximately two-thirds of the respondents; (66 per-cept) agreed f'hat 
theirdhjgh 5choof courses did a good job in helpi^g^them und^xstand how 
governments function. Above average satisfacticm with this instruction was ^ 
exftfessed by men, Blacks, respondents with Span i sh. surnames^ and by those who 
were not in colleg-e nor employed, c 

Mathematical Skills (Table 23) . 

A substantial proportion of the graduates (8{j per centV reported agree- 
ment with the' statement that t^hey had learned sufficient mathematical skills 
to work out the practical problems of everyday life. Men exceeded women in 
their agreement with this statement. „ Above the general average in evaluating 
their mathematical skills were As i ari-Amer i.cans , Whites, and four-year college 
students. ^ 

-\ Understand! ng Reports of Scientific Advancement (Table 2k) ' 
\ .„ 
Approximately one-half of the respondents (^9 per cent) agreed that their 
high school courses had helped th4m understand reports of scientific advance- 
•ment. Si'gn i f i can tl y more male respondents than female reported this type of^ 
scientific knowledge. Spanish Surjiamed respondents were alDove the general 
- average in agreeing with this statement and Whites were below average. There 
was very little difference between college and non-college respondents in the 
evaluation of their scientific understanding. . 

Developing Skills for Recreational Activities (Table 25) 

About three in five of the graduates (59 per cent) agreed that their 
physical education teachers had taken an interest in their developing the 
skills needed for recreational activities. A substantially larger percentage 
of women than men indicated .this agreement. Among the ethnic groups, piack 
and Spanish Surnamed respondents gave higher than average marks to the 
r^physical .education program ^nd As i anrAmer i cans gave especially low marks. The^ 
ratings of -f bur-year cdllege students on this issue were below those of the 
community college students or the non-college respondents. . 
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OPINIONS OF -GRADUATES CONCERNING CERTAIN HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS (CONT.) 



Note : I tern numbers i rNpa renthes i s refer to location of item^on opinion 

"AGREE" and "STRONGLY AGRE^" responses have been combined into one 

- "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "STRON&tY DISAGREE" responses have been 

"DISAGREE." 



poll, 
category 

combined into one category 



TABLE 22 



My high school courses In government 
did a good job in helping me under- 
stand how national, state, and local 

governments function > 

(Item 32) 



All graduates m Sample. 



AGREE DISAGREE 

.66 34. 



Men 



68 



Women 64 

Asian Americans 62 

Blacks _ . . 74* 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 7I 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed. 64 

Other Ethnic 6O 

Four-year College Students 63 

Community College Students . ... 67 

Employed 66 

NoVin College Nor Employed 70 



32 
36 

38 
26 

29 
36 

ko 

37 
33 
34 
30 



TABLE 23 

I learned sufficient ipathemat i cal 
skills In school to work out the prac- 
tical problems of everyday life. . . , 

(Item 50) 



All gradu^es in Sample , 

Men 

Women . ^ . . 



AGREE DISAGREE 

84 16 



86 
82 



Asian Americans • • 88 

Blacks ^ 80 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . 80 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 85 
Other Ethnic 81 



Four-year College Studems 
Community College Students 
Employed.. 

Not m College Nor Employed 



88 
81 
84 
76 



14 
18 

12 
20 
^20 
15 
19 

12 

19 
16 
24 



. ^ 'TABLE 24 

My high school courses have helped me 
to understand reports of scientific 
advancement that I have read in news- 
papers and magazines 





(Item 45) 




% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 


All graduates in Sample*.'. 




51 


Men ' , 


57 




Women .... 




57 


Asian Americans 


• 51. 




Blacks 


• 5> 




Spanish Surnamed Americans , . 


• 56 


kk 


Whites except Spanish Surnamed 


i»6 




Other Ethnic 


• ,50 


50^ 


Four yep,r College Students 




51 


Community College Students 


■i»8 


52 


Emp loved * * 


50 


50 


Not m CoMege Nor Employed / 


50 


50 . 



TABLE 25 

My physical education teachers t^ebk an 
interest in my developing the skills 
needed for active recreational activ- 
ities . . ^ ..1 

(Item 37) 



All graduates in Sample 

Men 

Women 



AGREE DISAGREE 

59. 41 



r 



53 

63 



Asian Americans . 

Blacks 7Q 

Spanish Surnamed Americans . , gg'' 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed ^ 
Other Ethnic 



Four-year College Stiidents 
Community College Stlidf^nts 
Employed I 
Not in CoMegp Nor &mVloY«ri 



5A 

63 
62 



37 

^»7 
30 
34 
kk 



i»6 

0 

37 
38 



\ 
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Knowledge of Drugs and Alcoh ol (Table' 26) : ' 

i ^ ^ 

'Sixty-nine per cent of the respondent^'s agreed that theiY health education 
course was a good source of information about the use of drugs and alcohol. 
A Slightly large/ percentage of women than men agreed with this statement. 
Among the ethnic groups, substantially larger proportions of Black and Spanish 
Surnamed graduates expressed satisfaction with 'their driig and'alcohol instruc- 
tion than did the other ethnic groups'. When' the responses were analyzed 
according to the 'graduates' post-high school status, four-year college students 
expressed the leas*t agreement with the statement and those who wpre neither in ^ 
college nor employed the most agreement. 

Sex Education (Table 27) * 



Less than one-half of the respondents ^(^^ per cent) agreed with the 
statement that their high school i nst ruct ion" had ipcluded sufficient infoVmation 
^aboljt the social, moral, and physical aspects of sex. There was very little 
^ difference between the res^ponses of men and WQinen, but Black and Spanish 

Surnamed respondents indicajted greater satisfaction with their sex education 
than did the other ethn i c .g roups . A substantially smaller proportjon af four- 
year college students. (33 p^ cent) reported satisfaction with thei-r sex 
education than was the case for community college students, the employed, or 
those not in college nor employed. 

- a 

Understanding of Economic Problems (Table 28) 

Only 30 per cent of the respondents agreed that their high school courses 
had helped them understand the economics qf^ i nf 1 |t ion , of unemployment, and of 
strikes and lockouts. It should be pointed out that«^this "understanding" was ~ 
asking a great deal of high school education, since marfy experts in the. field 
find these issues difficult to understand'. It should also be" emphasi zed that 
no formal course in economics is req\]ired of every student. Among the ethnic 
groups. White and As! an -American respondents indicated the least satisfaction 
with the knowledge of these economics problems, and Black and Spafiish Surnamed 
respondents the greatest satisfaction. There were large differences among 
the respondents according to their post-high school experiences. Least satis- 
fied were the four-year college students (19 per -cent) and most satisfied were 
the employed (^2 per cent). . . 4 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES CONCERNING CERTAIN HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS (CONT.) 



ERIC 



Note:^ I tern numbers in parenthesis ref^ to locationof item-'on opinion "^^--^ 
poll. "AGREE'' and "STRONGLY AGREE" re^onses Kave been combi'ried into one 
category - "AGREEi' "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY DISAGREE" responses have been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE." ' - ^ 



4 TABLE 26 

My health education course was a gobd 

source of information about the use^of 

drugs and alcohol , 





(Item 2k) 










AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 


All graduates jn Sample. 




31 


M^n . .... X . 


67 [ 


33 


Women 




29 


Asian Amf^ricans 


. 67 ■ 


33«- 


Blacks 


8] 


19 


Spanish Surnamed Americans. 


. 82 


18 


Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 


. 65 


35 


Other Ethpic-. 


. 65 


35 


Four^ysar CoJIege Students . . . . 


63 


37 


Community College Students . 


•• 70 


30 


Employed 


72 


28 


Ngi in'Cqlleg'e Nor-Employed. . . 


79 


21 



TABLE 28 

My high school courses helped me 
understand the economics of inflation, 
bf unemployment, and of strikes and 

lockouts " 

(Item 16) 

i 

, o > AGREE DISAGREE 

... 30 70 



All graduates in Sample 

Men ' . . 
Women ... 

Asian Americans 



31 69 

30 70. 

28 72 

Blacks lik 56 

56 

25 • 75 

29 71. 

19^" Si . 

30 70 
42 -58 
If] 59' 



Spanish Surnamed Americans., 
Whites, excfepfSpamsh Surnamed. 
Other Ethnic , ,^ 

Four-year Col fega_ Students 
Community College Students 
Emplo\fed.V . . ^ 

Not in Colleg^Ni^r Employed 



TABLE 



2; 



My high school class instruction in- 
cluded sufficient informatio/i about 
the *soc ia] ,^ moral ^. and physi cal as- 
pects of sex. 

\ . J Item 35) 



All graduates in Sample 

Men \ . 

Women ^ < kk 

Asian.'Americans ^0 

Blacks . . . \ ! . " 5I4' 

Spa^h Surptamed Americans 5I4 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 39' 

Other Ethnic / ,1^1^ 

Four-y^ar College Students , 33 

Community College Studenis ijj 

Employed. ^ - . 50 

Not jn College Nor Employed 5^ 



AGREE DISAGREE 

56 



29 



57 
56 

60 

61 
56 

67 

55. 

50 

^5 



36 



IV. OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN ,CURRtt:ULUM I SSUES 
Need^or Employment,SkM Is (Table 25) 

Nine fn ten o'f the respondents expressed agreement with the statement that 
high schcx)ls should encourage all students to learn a skill they can use in 
employment. Ninety-three per cent of women respondents agreed with this state- 
ment as compared to 86 per qent of the men. The minority respondents tended 
to agree with the statement mor6 than the White respondents, and the employed 
•^more than the college students. 

Music and Artistic Skills (fable 30) ^ . 

Approximately nine in ten of the graduates (88 per cent) agreed that all , 
high school students should have an opportunity to learn to play a musical 
ins^trument or to* learTTan artistic skill. There was an unusual unanimity in 
. the responses to this item in that there were no great variations among the 
ethnic groups nor were there any great variations among the graduates according 
to their post-high school experiences. 

Male Students and Homemaking Skills (Table 31) 

Approximately four in five of the respondents (8l per cent),>^^greed that 
high schools should encourage male students to learn homemaking skills. A ,^ 
• * s ign i f i cant ly larger percentage of female respondents agreed wi,th this state- 
ment than was the case for male respondents. Among the ethnic groups, the ' 
Asian-Americans were in the greatest agreement that men should learn homemaking- 
skills. When the responses were analyzed by thQ post-high school status of 
the graduates, there was very little difference, except that the communTty - 
colljege students were somewhat in leaser agreement with the statement than 
were the other -g4:o«ps . ' • _ . 

Female Students and Mechanica>l Skills (Table 32) ^ 

Eighty-five per cent of the graduates agreed that high schools should 
encourage female students to learn mechan i ca Kand repa i r ski 1 1 s . More women " 
than men were in agreement with the statement. As^lan-American and Spanish 
Surnamed respondents expr^essed above-average agreement with the statement; 
Black respondents expressed below-average agreement, ih relation to the post- 
high school statuS'of the graduates four-year college students were most in 
accord with the statement, and those not 'in college nor employed, the least. 
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OPINIONS' OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN CURRICULUM ISSUES 



Note: J tern numbers in parentheses refer to location of 
poll. ^«\GR^E" and "STRONGLY AGREE" responses have been 
category - <^'AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY DISAGREE" 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE." 



I tem on opi n ion 
combined into one 
responses have been 



TABLE 29 

High schools should epcourage all stu 
dents to learn a, skill that they can 

use in employmei^t. . . 

(Item ^2) 





% % 

AGREE DISAGREE 


An graduates ir> Sample 


. 90 


10 


Men . . 


. 86 


]^ 


Women 


. 93 


7 


Asian Americans . . 


. 93 


7 


Blacks 


. Sii ■ 


6 • 


Spanish Surnamed Americans 


..3^ 


6 


Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 


. 88 


12 


Other Ethnic 


• 90 


10 


> 

Four-year Collogo Students 


• 85 


rs 


Community Col leqe Students 


•■ 91 


9 


Employed 


• 95*- 


5 


Not in College Nor Employed 


• 95 


5^' 



' TABLE 31 

M • * . 

^^High- schools should encourage male 
students to learn homemaking skills. 

(Item 39) 



• ' % % 

AGREE DISAGREE 

All graduates in Sample .81 19 , 

Men 77 23 

Women.., 83 I7 

Asian Americahs 85 15 

Btecks 80 20 

Spanish^Surnamed Americans 8O 20 

Whites except Spanish Si/named. 8O 20 

Other Ethnic * - • .83 17 

Fo'ur-year College Students 83 17^ 

CommunUy College Students 77 ^23 

Employed^ 82 . 18^ 

Not in'College Nor Employed 82 18 



TABLE 30 ' ' 

All high school students should have 
an opportuni ty t^ l^arn to play a 
musical instrument or to learn an ar- 
tist! c ski 1 1 . . . , , . . 

(Item ^7) 



All graduates m Sample 

Men 

Women . 



Asian Americans 

Blacks r . 

Spanish Surname^ Americans. . 
Whites, except Spanishfgurnamc 
Other Ethnic .,. . 

Four-year College Students. 
Community College Students. 

Employed 

Not in College Nor Employed 



AGREE DISAGREE 



88 


12 


87 


13 


89 


It 


86 


]k 


86 


\k 


87 


. 13 


90 


10 


86 


]k 


91 


9 


87 


13 


88 


12 


85 


15 



TABLE 32 ^ . 

Hi^gh school courses should encourage 
female students to learn mechanical 
and repai r ski 1 Is 



AH graduates m Sample 

Men ..... : 
Women . . 



Asian Americans 

Blacks . . . , 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 
Whites, expept Spanish Surnamed 
Othe^thn'ic 

Four yeaVXollege Students 
Community College Students 
Employee) 

Not in-f^ollege Nor Eoip'nypfl 



(1 tem i*9) 


% 


% 


AGREE 


DISAGREE 


35 


15 


80 


20 


89 


11 


88 


12 


•82 


18 


87 


13 


85 


15 


8k 


16 


87 


V3 . 


8ii 


16 


85 


15 


81 


19 
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* * " 

V. opin'ions of graduates on certain teaching attitudes and methods 

Friendliness of Teachers (Tab)e 33) ^ 

Four in five of the respondents' (80 per^cent) agreed that usually their 
high school teachers were^^ friendly and that it was easy to get to talk with 
them. Somewhat more men than women reported that their high s.chool teachers 
were friendly, and a distinctly higher than average percentage of Asian- 
Americans also reported friendly teachers. Somewhat higher percentages of 
college students reported friendly teachers than did the non-college graduates. 

, Student Participation in Classroom Discussion (Table 3^) 

Somewhat more ^an one-half of the respondents (53 per cent) agreed that, 
there was a great deal of student participation in classroom discussions. - > 
There was very little difference in the responses to the item a^^cording to the 
sex of the respondents. Among the ethnic groups, there' were wide divergences 
in the response (patterns. Sixty-seven per cent of the Blacks gave an affir- 
mative response to this item as compared with only kk per cent of the Asian- i 
Americians, 50 per cent of the Whites, and 55 per cent of the Spanish Surnamed 
Americans? ^ollege students reported significantly less classroom discussion 
than did the respondents who did not continue thei r »educat ion . 

Lecturing in High School (Table 35) 

The respondents apparently turned thumbs down on^lecturing at the high 
school level with only 17 per cent agreeing that instruction would be more 
productive if the teachers lectured more and had less cla'ss discussion. Slightly 
more men than women were in favor of the lecture method and all the minority 
groups were more in favoring of lecturing than were the Whi te .graduates. There 
was virtually no difference in the responses of the graduates according to 
their post-high school experiences. 

Quietness and Good Order in the Cl.assroom (Table 36) 

Approximately three in five of the respondents (61 per cent) agreed thct 
quietness and good order in the classroom are essential in getting a good, 
education. There was no difference in the responses to this item according to 
the sexes, but above-average percentages of Black and Spanish Surnamed respon- 
dents were in agreement with the statementv When grouped by their post-high 
school experiences, four-year college students indicated the lecst approval 
with the statement, and those not in college nor employed, the most approval. 



39 

32 - 



\ 



ERIC 



OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN TEACHING ATTITUDES AND METHODS 



NotQft Item numbers in parentheses refer to locationrof item on opinioa ' 
peril. -AGREE" and -STRONGLY AGREE" responses have -been comb i ned ' i nto one 
category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and • "STRONGLY D I SAGREE- responses have been 
combined into one category - 'DISAGREE." 



TABLE 33 

Usually I found my high school teach- 
ers fri.endly and it was easy to get 

fo talk wi th them 

(Item 15) 



All iKaditaios m Sample 
Wen 

VVonu^n 

Asian Americans 

Blacks . 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 79 
Other Fthnir . . . 

roiir-vejar College Stude'nrs , 
Community College Students . . 

\oi »n Coll'oqc* Nor Employed . 



one* 

X 



% 

AGREE 


DISAGREE 


. 80 


20 


' 82 


18 


78 


22 


. 87 


13 


. 80 


20 


82 


18 


79 


21 


• 77 


23 


83' 


17 


80 


20 


75 


25 


• 76 


2ii 



TABLE 35 

f 

High school^ instruction would be'more 
producTtive 'i f ^the teachers lectured 
more and had less class discussion. 

(Item 23) 



All gradiUJttjs tn Sample 

iVfen 
Wbmen 



AGREE DISAGREE 

M7 83 



20 
16 



Asian Americans ..^ . 23^ 

Blacks *. •. . , 21 

Spanish Surnamed Americans ' .... 2^ 

Whites except Spamsh Surnamed . 1 

Other Ethnfc ' . 20 

Jour-year CoMepe Students ]6 

Community College Stgdents ]8' 

Employed * ]7 

Not in College Nor Employed ^ I9 



80 
8^ 

77 
79 
76 
86 
80 

8k 
82 

83 
81 



TABLE 3^ 

In most cases / th^e was a great deal 
of student participation in classroom 
discussions . . 



All graduates in Sample 

Men J 
Women 

Asian Aniericaiib 
Blacks . 

Spanish Surnanieci Amer>can*^ 
Whites except Spanish Stinwir 
Other Ethnic 

Four year College Studcnis 
Community College Siudenis 
Employed. . . ' ' 
Not in College Noi Em|;l()ye(i 



(1 tem 


19) 


% % 
AGREE Disagree 


53 


^•7 


52 






ii6 




56 - 


67 


■33 


• 55 


^•5 


50 


50 


50 


50 




51 


51 


^•9 


57 ' 


i.3 


65 • 


35 



TABLE 36 

Quietness arid good order in the«class- 
room are essential in getting a gp'ed 
educat ion ' 

^1 tem 22) 



All grdduates m Sampi. 

Men 
J^'omen 



AGrttE DISAGREE 

61 



5ACR^ 

3!9 



62 
61 



38 
39 



Asian Americans 
Blacks _ 

Spanish Surnamed An^encans 



63 37 

72 -28 

69 : 31 

Whites excepi Spanish SurndnM^l 

diher Ethnic , ' 6 1 f 39 



Four, year College StufTenK^ 
C(H»ini jnii', : oUec^- Siudenis 
Ein()loye(l * ^ 

Nol .-n ( ( qe Nor tmph»w>d 



Hi) 
• '63 
67 



^3 
36 
37 
33 



\33 - 



• Easiness of High School Courses' (Table 37)^ 

.For^y-two percent of the graduates* in the sample reported that their 
. high schoo'^l courses were^ too easy to be challenging.' There yiere no great 
' differences in the responses to th'is item by the sexes nor by ethnic groups, 
•[ but there was considerable variation according to iHe post-high school status 
of the graduates. Fifty per cent of the four-year college students indicated 
that their high^ school courses were too easy, which contrasted with 36 per 
cent of the community, col lege students, ^2 per cent of the employed, and 35 
per cent of t;^he ^'other^i group. 

• » , 

Difficulty of High School Courses (Table 38) 

A'miniscule seven per cent of the respondents agreed that, in general, 
their high.^school courses were most .difficult and that they found it hard to 
/ , keep up with their class work. The sexes did. not differ markedly in their 
responses to this item, but a larger percentage of Spanish Surnamed. respon- 
dents found 'their high school courses diffi'Cult than was the case for the 
'^ather ethnic groups. Only'four per certt q,f. the four-year college students 
agre^ed.that their high school courses wer^^^tbo difficGlt, Thi s percentage 
compared with six per cent of the community college students, eight- per cent ^ 
* of the employed, and 15 per cent. of those not in college nor employed. 

Controversial Books and Issues (Table 39) ^ 

\* ' 

Forty-eight per cent of the gr^aduatps 'fn the^ study agreed that most high 
... school teachers tend to avoid controversial books and issues.' There was very 
Uitle difference between the sexes and the ethnic groups in responding to 
^. this statement, but the 6^4 per cent agreement of the four-^year college' students 
was substantially higher'than the percentage agreements for community college 
s^tudents, the» employed , and the other graduates, ^ ''^^ 



I htol erance of-Dress Standards (Tab'le -^O) 

Only one in five of the respondents (21. per^'cent) agreed that teachers 
were often intolerant qf the dress standards" established by the school. There 
was only^-a m'inor difference between men and women in answering this item, but 

'compared to the other ethnic groups, arrelatively large proportion of Blacks ' 
complained of teacher intolerance to dress standards . Four-year college stu- 

^dents were also Somewhat off the norm; in this case, a sm^lVer than average 

'proportion reported this type o^f teacher, intolerance. 
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OPJNIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN TEACHtNG 




D METHODS (CONT.) 



Itefli numbers in parentheses refer to' Ideation of item on opinion 

have been combined into one 
DJSA'GREE" responses have been 



Note: 

poll. "AGREE" and "STilONGLY AGREE" responses 
category - "AGREE/' "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY 
_coi^ined into one category - "DISAGREE ^ 
. * TABLE 37 



In general, my high school courses 
were too easy to be challenging. . , 

(Item 43) 

All graduates m Sample .... 

Men 

Women 



Asian Americans 

Blacks 

Spanish Surnamed Americans; 
Whjtes, except Spanish Surnan 
Other Ethnic .. ; 



Corj)munity College Students . 

Employed 

Not in College Nor Employed. 



AGREE 


DISAGREE 




58 




57 ' 


. k\ 


59 


'k] 


59 


38 


62 


37 


63 




56 


kk 


56 


■ 50 


50, 


• 36 


64 . 


■ kz 


58. 


35 


65 ■ 



TABLE 39 ' 

Most high school teachers 
avoid controversial books 



tend to ' ^ 
and i ssues . 
(Item 40^ ^ 



All graduates m Sample. 



% % \ 

AGREE DISAGREE ^ 
58 42 



Men . . , 
Women 



Asian Americans 
slacks- 

Spanish Surfiamed Americans 
Whites except Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnic 

F-our veai tluHege Students 
Community College Students 
Employed » 

Not in College Nor Employed 



59 
57 

=-55 
57 
55 
60 
56 

64 
58 
53 
54 



41 
43 

45 
43 
45 
40 
44 

36 
42 
47 
46 



TABLE 38 



In general, my high school courses 
were most difficult and I .found it 
hard to keep up with my class work. 

. (Item 25) 



All graduates in Sample . 

Men . . . , 

Women 



% % 

AGREE DISAGREE 



7 93 

8 . 92' 
6 94 




Asian Americans ' 
Blacks . 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnic ... " ^ 

\ - ■ ■ . 

Four-year College Students 

ComiTj^unity College Students .... g 

Employed g 

Not in College. Nor Employed. ... ] ^ 



92 
93 
88 

95 
92 

96 
94 
92 
85 



TABLE 40 

My teachers were often intolerant of 
the dress standards establislied fog 

fBy school 

'. . (Item 13) 



•A^^^r'aduates m Sample 
Me4'..-.\.. ,.v \ 

Asi^SiJ'Vyv^riCans' " \ ■ . 
Blaci^,$w,'^\"'^ V ■ ' 



% % 

AGREE DISAGREE 



.21 
... 23 

. 2(3 
23 

Spani.Sh^ur'nagied Aniowans ^^2 
Whites ■|:>iaept.Spanish'^»jrriamed )q 
Other EtJc?^;*.* , - ^'Z 2 1 

Fou' v^ar CdJIfe^^ Stadents\H' ] j 

Comnmnity Cl♦^^6qe^^tudents^) Y 21 ■ 
Employed \.\"v. / 24 
Not in Col/ege ^pr.ErhpJpyed 27 



79 

77 
80 

77 
69 
78 
32 




83 
79 
76 
73 
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fvi. OPINIONS' OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN COUNSELING AND PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

/ , ■ ■ • " . • 

• f . ■ ' - ' 

. ■ , , /FrUndKness of Counseling Staff (Table 

•'. •' — :^ » . 

\; /. Approxima.tei.y three in fivfe of the graduates (59 per cent) agreed that 
*/the hr'^h school/counseling Staff was friendly and that it was easy to get to 
vtaJk.With them. Men rated the friendliness of tjje counseling staff somewhat 
liigher than did womfen^ and the principal minority groups all rated the doun- 
seMhg higher than did the Wh i te ? respondents There was little difference in 
the responses to this iteyi according to the post-high school • status of the 
graduates. * ^ * , 

Advice About Post-High School Education (Table ^2) . 

Of the respondent graduates, ^45 per cent reported that the counseling 
staff ga\;e them »worthwh i le advice about cdlleges and other post-high schopi 
i nsti tu.t ion's.' There were very snoall differences between the response patterns 
of men and women, or between the graduates according to their post-high school 
experiences, but there were major differences among the ethnic groups. The 
three principal minority groups all gave the counseling staff better marks for 
their post-high school guidance than did the White respondents. 

Interest in Students Planning College and Those Planning Employment 
(Table A3) 

Approximately two-thirds of the respondents (66 per cent) agreed that 
teachers and counselors seemed to be more interested in those planning to .go 
to college than those planning post-high school employment. Identical percent- 
ages of male'and female respondents agreed with this statement. Among the 
ethnic groups, higher percentages of the minority respondents agreed with the 
statement than was the case for the White respondents. As would be expected, 
a larger percentage of non-college respondents reported this type of bias than 
was the case for the college students.^' 

Discussions of Academic or Personal Problems (Table kk) ^ ^ 

Fifty-seven per cent of the graduates agreed. with the statement that the 
school stafft seldom seemed to have time for meaningful discussions about , 
acaldemic or personal problems. The reporting for this item was unusual in that 
there was very ''l i tt le ^<feTtat ion from the general norm by any of the subgroups. 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN COUNSELING' AND PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 



Note: I tern "numbers in parentheses refer to location of item on opinion 

poll. "AGREE" and "STRONGLY AGREE" responses have been combined into one 

category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE*^ and "^TRONSlY DISAGREE" responses ha\re, been 
combined into oi?e category - "DISAGREI 



TABLE 41 



I found that the high school counsel- 
ing staff was friendly and it was easy 

to get to talk with them; 

(item kk) 



All graduates in Sample . 



AGREE DISAGREE 

. 59 '41 



Men . . . 
Women . 



61 
57 



Asian Americans 70 

Blacks 65 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . . . . 72 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed . 55 

Other Ethnic 52 

Four-year College Students 59 

Community College Students 58 

Employed "7 .S. . . . 6O 

No] in College Nor Employed 63 



'39 
^3 

30 

35 
28 
^5 
48 

k] 
hi 

37 



TABLE k2 • 

My high school counseling staf^ gave 
me worthwhile advice about colleges 
and other post-high school institu- 
tions 4*. . 

(Item ]k) 



All graduates in Sample . , 



Men 

Women .... 



Asian Americans , 



^Other.Ethni^ , 



Four-year CJpllege Students. . 
Community College Students . 

Employed 

Not in College Nor Employed. 



% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 




•55- . 


■ ke 






■ 55 


5k 




•55 


1 


•59 




•39 




■kl 


58 


•i»6 


5k 


■kl 


58 


h7 


CO 


^5 


55 



TABLE 43 » 

My teachers and counselors seemed to 
be more interested in students plan- 
ning to go to college than in those ^ 
planning post-high school employment. 

(Item 23) 
. % % 

AGREE DISAGREE 

66 -3^ 



AH graduates in Sample. 



TABLE kk 

t 

The school staff seldom .seemed to hav6 
time for meaningful discussions about' 

academic or personal problems 

* ' (Item 31)- 

/ i . * 

% % 

^ AGREf DISAGREE 

All graduates in Sample 57 I13 



Men 66 

Women 66 

Asian Americans jl^ 

Blacks - 76 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . . . y 70 

Wh I tes except Spa n 1 sh Sxlrna med . 6 3 

Other Ethnic ^2 

Four year/CoNege Students ... 64 

Community College Sti^ents 63 

Employed v 7] 

Not in College Nor Employed 70' 



3k 

yk 

26 
Zk 
30 
37 
38 

36 
37 
29 
30 



Men . . . ] • 57 

Women 57 



Asian -Americans 

Blacks „• 

Spanish Surnamed Americans . 
Whites, except Span isf^ Surnamed 
Other Ethnic ' . . 

Four year College Students 
Community College Students 

Employed 

Not in College Nor Employed 



57 
57 
57 
55 
•57 

57 
5k 
58 
57 



ky 
k3 

ky 

k3 
k3 
k5 
k3 

k3 

ke 
kz 

k3 



37 



44 




Understanding Talents and Interests (Table ^5)' . ' 

Exactly one-half of the respondents agreed that their high school courses 
had done a great deal to help them gain an understanding of their talents and 
interests. Slightly more women than men reported favorably on this' issue and 
the minority groups all reported more favorably than did the'White respondents. 
The noncojlege* respondents agreed with the statement to a greater degree than 
did the respondents attending college. ' j 

Getting Along with Different Races and'^Erhnic Groups (Table .^6)* 

' t 

Slightly more than one-half of the graduates in the study (53 per cen4r) 
agreed with the statement that their high school experiences helped them to 
Tearn to get along with others of different races or ethnic backgrounds. More 
women than men reported favorably on this issue. Among the-ethnic groups, 
above-average percentages, of Asian-American and Spanish Surnamed respondents 
and a below^-average percentage of Whites reported agreement wi th^the Statement. 
When the responses were analyzed by the po^-high ^chool act i vi ty of th*e 
respondents^ the principal finding wa^s that a smaller than average percentage 
of four-year college students mdicated that high school had helped them get 
along with others of different ethnic backgr6unds. 

Prevalence of Social Cliques (Table ^7) » , ' 

Approximately one-half of the graduates (51 per cent)' agreed that there 
were so many social cliques in high school that it was difficult to get to 
know students. Women respondents found this a gr-eater problem than men. Black 
and Spanish Surnamed respondents found social cliques less of a problem than 
did Asian-Americans and Whites. There were only minor differences in the 
"^^^ responses to this Item when analyzed according to the post-high school activity 
of the graduates. » 

Lasting Friendships (Table 48) 

Three in. four of the graduates r^orted .that they had made lasting friend- 
ships with their High school classmates. There were no great differences in 
the* report ing on this f.tem accordirfg to sex or according to the post-high school 
activity of the graduaJtes; however, ther^e were some s i gn i f i cant ^dj f ferences 
according to ethnicityV. It would apoear^chat high school was a better source 
of friendships for the. three principal^ minority groups than it wa^s for the 



Whi te graduates . 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN COUNSELING AND PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS {4^0Nj/) ' 



ERIC 



Note: Item .numbers in parentheses refer to^ location of item on opinion 
poll. "AGREE" and ^"STRONGLY AGREE" responses have ^een combined into one 
category - "AGREE," : "J)l SAGREE" and "STRONGLY DISAGREE" responses have been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE." * * 



/TABLE 45 



My high school courses did^ great 
deal to help me gain an urj/aers tanking 
of my talents and interests. . . . 

(Item 34) 



All graduates in Sample . 



AGREE DISAGRE.E 

5Q 50 



Men „ i|£ 

Women ' - 5 ] 




AsNan American^<<r. 51 

Blacks .[.],, S8 

.Spanish Surnamed Amertcans. . . .62 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 46 
,Other Ethnic 46 

Four-year College Students 47 
Com^jnunity College Students . ... 48 

Employed. . . .^'."z 54 • 

Not m College Nor Employed. ... 53^ 



52 
49 

;49 

42 
38 
54 
5^ 

'53 
52 
46' 
47 



..TABLE 47 ^ 

There were so' many social cliques in 
hi^gh school that it was di f f 1 cul t ' to. 



All 



gradua^^aoDLSanipJ 




Men \f 
Women 

Astan Americans . 
Blacky 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 
Whites except Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnu 

Four-year College Students 
Community College Students 
Employed 

Not m College Nor Employed 



TABLE 46 * _ . 

^f!^ high school experiences'^ielped me 
tV learn how to get along with others 
of differe*nt races or ethnic back- 
grounds 

(Item 29) 

% % 

AGREE DISAGREE 

53 47 



AKs^aduates in Sample . 



Men . . 
Women . 



Asian Americans 

Blacks. 

Spanish Surnameid Americans. 
T/Vhit9S. except Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnic . \ - ^ 

Four-year College Students 
Community College Students: . 

Employed 

Not in College Nor Employed, k . 



51 
55 

7Z 
55 
70 
47 
52 

47 
54 
57 
62 



49 
^45 

28 
45 
30 

53 
48 

53 
46 

43 
38 



' TABfcE^ 4ff' ^ 

I m^d'e many lasting friendships with 

rpV high school classmates 

(I tem 50) 



(1 tern 36) 




% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 




51 


49 


All graduates in Sample 


47 


53 


Men 


54 


46 


Women 


. 50 


50 


Asian Americans 


.42 


58 


Blacks 


42 


58 


Spanish Surnamed Americans 


55 


45 


Whites except Spanish Surnamed 


54 


■ 46' • 


Other Ethnic 


5! 


49. 


Four-year College Students 


49 


51 


Community College Students 


• 52 


48 


Employed 


55 


45 


Not in College Nor Employed 




- 39 








'46 



% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 


75 


25 .... 


76 


24 


73 


27 


84 


16 


• 79 


2r 


82 


18 


72 


28 


• 73 


27 ' 


77 


23 


76 


24 


71 


29 


76 


24 



VII. OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES 
Rules and Regulations (Table MS) : ' 

SI ightl.y less than one-half of the respondents (47 per cent) agreed with 
,the statement that nearly all the rules and regulations in their high school 
were necessary for the administration of the school, A substantially -larger 
percentage of women than men supported the school administration on this issue. 
Among the ethnic groups, As ian-Ameri,cans , Blacks, and Spanish Surnamed respon- 
dents all reported far great.er agreement ,wi th the school rules than did the 
White respondents. .THe'graduates who did not go to college were also more m 
favor of the school rules than were those who w6nt to college. 

students Treated as. Responsible Persons (Table 50) 

Forty-eight per cent; of the respondents' agreed , that in general, their 
high school treated students as responsible .persons. Slightly more men than 
women agreed with thi s statement , and araong the ethnic groups, the minority 
graduates were in greater" agreement >^itb- the statement than were the White 
graduates. Substantially larger percentages of the graduates who did not go 
to college were In agreement with the statement than were those who went to 
college. \ 

- Behavior ^hd- Learn i nq (Table 51) ' . 

Approximately three M-n five of the graduates (62 per cent) agreed that 
the school administration seemed to be more'interested in student behavior 
than in student learning. There were very small differences in the responses 
to this statement accordi^ng' to thfe sexes or according to the post-high s'chool 
activity of the graduates, but thefe were some differences among the ethnic 
groups. An above-aveVajge percentage of Black respondents and a below-average 
percentage of Asian-American respondents agreed that schools seemed to be more 
interested in behavior than -in learning. • ' 



Compe t i 1 1 vene s s i n High SchooV- (Table 52) 



Lt] 



4- 



Approximately three in five of the respondents (59 per ceht) agreed with 
the statement that high schools were too competitive*, i.e., that there was too 
much emphasis on._,getting good grades. A slightly higher percentage of men than 
women agreed^V/tth^thi s statemertt. S6ntewhat smaller^than average percentages 
of B^lack and Spanish Surnamed respondents, i ndi cated .that they thought that the 
"schools were tob competitive. In answering the item, there were only minor 
<li^f fe rences between the graduates who went to college and those who did not. 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES 
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Note: Item numbers in parentheses refer to locat'ion of item on opinion 
poll. "AGREE" and "STRONGLY AGREE" responses h^e been combined into one 
category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY D I SAGREE" .responses hava.been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE.". ' 



TABLE kS 

V 

It seems to me that nearly all the 
rules and regulations in my high 
school wera necessary for the admin-^ 

titration of the school: * 

(Item k] 



AM graduates m Sample 
Men ' . 

Women 



AGREE DISAGREE 
^7 ' 53 



k2 
51 



Asian Americans , . . 55 

Blacks 58 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 62 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed . kO 

Other Ethnic ^. . . 47 

Four-year College Students 38 

Community College Students 47 

Employed 55 

Not in College Wor Employed 59 



58 
^9 

45 
i»2 
38 
60 
53 

62 
53 
kS 
k] 



tabDe 51 



The school admini^stration and teachers 
seemed to be. more i nterested in stu- 
dent behavior than in studen£i|J|^rning* 



( I tern 20, 



AH graduales in Sample 

Men . . 

Women 



AGREE DISAGREE 

62 38 



61 
62 



Asian Americans .. . . 5] 

Blacks . 7. ^ Sj 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . . . 55 

^^ites except Spanish Surnamed . 63 

C/her Ethnic . • 66 

Pour-year College Students 6O 

Community College Students 62 

Employed ^ gl^ 

Noi m College Nor Employed 



39 

. 38 

49 
-33 
45 
37 
34 

kO 
38' 
36 



w ^ TABLE 50 _ 

I rr, general, my high school treated 
student^ as if they were responsible 

persons / , . ' / 

(ttem 27) 



All graduates in Sample 



% % 

AGREE DISA^RTE 

48 



Men - . . 50 

Women .... - kj 

Asian Americans - - 55 

Blacks ...>-. 53 

Spanish Surnamed Americans, . 60 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 45 

Other Ethnic . . 43 

Four-year College Students 1^3 

Community College Students . l^g 

Employed. . . . v - : . 53^ 
Not in College Nor Employed. 



52 

50 
53 

45 
47 
40 

55 
57 

57 
52 
47^ 
44 



^ TABLE 52 

High schools are too competitive; 
there is too. much emphasis on getting 

good grades. . 

(I tern. 46) 



All graduates m Sample 
t 

Men 

Women * . ^ 

Asian Americans . 
Blacks 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 
Whites. 'e)5Cept Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnic " , " 

Four year CoHegg Students 
Community College Studpj^rs 
Employed 

Not in fDliege Nor Employnd 



% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 


59 


k\' 








39 


58 




60 




• 54 


46 


55 


hS 


- 61 


39 


61 


39 


58 


kl 


. 58 


kl 


-61 


39 


53. 


k\ • 



48 



k\ - 



Permission to Leave tne Campus (Table 53) 
' ' ' * ^ 

' Sixty per cent of the graduates were in agreement with the statenlent that 
high §chool s should permit studeffts to leave TKe**^ampus at any time t^ey wished. 
Those who favored the idea the most were men, Asian-Americans , Whites^ and 
four-year col lege students. Those who faVored it the least were women, Blacks , 
Spanish Surnamed respondents, and those not in col.lege nor employed. 

• Supervision of School Paper (Table - , ,f / \^ !' 

Approximately four in five of the graduate respondents (82 pef aent) 
agreed that the school paper should be under the supervision of the student 
body rather than the school administration. More men than women were ''-in favor 
of a student supervised newspaper. A smaller than average percentage of . Spani sh- 
Surnamed respondents were in agreement with the statement. There was little 
difference between the college and the noncollege respondents about the issue O 
of the school paper. . , 

Student Government (Table 55) 

Almost three in five of the graduates in the sample (58 per cent) agreed 
that the* student government in their high school was seldom permitte.d to make 
decisions about the issues with which students were really concerned. A sub- 
stantially greater proportion of men than women agrfeed with this statement. 
Minority respondents tended to be somewhat less- in agreement with this statement , 
than Wh i te, responder(ts . There was little difference between the college students 
and the noncollege respondents on this issue. 

Student Militants (Table 56) ^ 

A relatively small percentage of the graduates (29 per cent) agreed that 
most students were in sVmpathy with the ideas and actions of the student mili- 
tants. Apparently this issue was raised a year or so too late, as many * - 
respondents asked the question, "What miVitan There was virtually no 

difference between men and women* on this issue, but substantially larger 
percentages , of Black and Spanish Surnamed respondents agreed that most students 
were in sympathy with the militants than was the case for the other ethnic grpups. 
There was little difference between the college students and the employed on 
this issue, but an above-average percentage of those not in college nor employed 
were in agreement with the statement. ^ 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ,0N CERTAIN ADMIn I STRAT I POL I C I ES (dONT.) 



Note: ItenK^umbers in parentheses refer to .location of item on €)pinion 
poll. '^AGREE^' anct "STRONGLY AGREE" responses have been xombined into one 
category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY DISAGREE" responses have been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE." 



TABLE 53 

High schools should permit stljdents^to 
leave the campus at any time they wi 

(Item 38) 



^o Th 
isb. SL 



All graduates in Sample , 



AGREE DISAGREE 

. 60 ko 



Men : . . . : 63- 37 

Women 58 , 1^2 

A§i.an Americans . . : 57 i|3 

Blacks 50 50 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 50 50 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamed . 65 35 
Other Ethnic . /. 61 39 

.Four-year College Students 68 * 32 

Community College Students 56 ijlj 

Employect 57 ' i^j 

Not in College Nor Employed 53 1^7 



TABLE 5^ 

The school paper should be' under the 
supervision of the student body rather 
than' the school administration.'. . 

(Item 17) 



% % 

AGREE. DISAGREE 



All graduates in Sample -82 

Men .85 

Women.^ ^ . i^, . . 80 

Asiar> Americans . . .\ " 81 

Blacks 80 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . . 76 

Whites, e;<cept Spanish Surnamed 8^ 

Other'Ethnic . ^ ; . . . 80 

Four-year Coll'ege Students - 8i* 

Community College Students ..... 82 

Employed qq 

Not in College Nor Employed Q] 



. 18* 

15 
20 

19 
20 
2k 
16 ' 
20 

16 
18 
20 
19 



TABLE 55 



The student government at my high I 
school was seldom permitted to • make 
decisions about the issues* with wrii^eli 
students. were real ly concerned. . , , 

(Item 10) 



• . ' TABLE 56 ^ ^ ' 

Most students -were in sympathy .wi th 
tine ideas and .act ions-- of the student 

mili'tants. . .\ \ . 

^ .{jLt^m 26) 



All graduates m Sample 

\^ 

Men 
Women 



AGREE, DISAGREE 

58 h2 



\ 



63 
• 5k 



Asian Americans \ jlj. 

Blacks . \ -53 

Spanish Surnamed Americans . . \ 56 
Whites except Spanish Surnamed . 61 
Other Ethnic . 57 



Four year Collegf- Students 
Communiiv CctilMe Students 
Emploveo ^ 
Not in College Nor Employed 



60 
58 
57 
56 



37 
i»6 

i»6 

■ ^ 

39 
^3 

■ko 
k2 



Aril. graduates in Sample 



Men 
Women 



k3 



Asian Americans , 
Blacks . 

Spanish. Surnamed Americans 
Whites, except Spanish Surnai 
Other Ethnic 

Four year College Stud^ents 
Cqfpmunity College Studer^ts 

Employed 

Not in Qotlege Nor..Employed 



SO 



% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 


'.'29' 


71 


28 


72 ^ 


29 


71 


25 


1 

75 


• 37 ' 


63 


36 


6i» 


• 26 


74 


' 2.7 


■ 73... 


26 


7k 


•28- 


72 


29 


. 71 


38 


62 



Gang Activity (Table 57) 



Thirty per cent of the respondents agreed that there was too much disrup- 
tive gang activity in'theiV high school. There was ver^ M^^'^ difference 
between men and women oh ^this issue, but there were major ^ i fferences among 
'the ethnic groups. Sixty per cent of the Black respondents and h] per cent of* 
the Spanish Surnamed respondents reported too much gang activity; whereas for 
White respondents, the percentage was only 20 per cent ....^hose who went to^ 
college reported less gang activity at their high schools than those who did 
not continue their education. * . . 

Publicity of Campus Disruption (Tables 58) 

Four in five of the graduates (80 per cent) agreed that there was not as ^ 
much campus disruption as newspaper and t^l^ision publicity would seem to^ 
indicate. In general, mi^nority respondents we/e less in ag reemenf wU|j this 
statement than Wh i te r^espondents , but the percentages of men ancl wSHien reporting 
agreement were near^^ "equal . There was little difference between college stu- 
dents and the employed, l^ut a less than average percentage of graduates not in 
college nor employed agreed with the statement. 

School Integration (Table 59) ' 

When a^ed to agree or disagree with the statement that high school sshoul d 
be integrated more closely resemble the proportions of racial and ethnic 
groups in the Los Angeles , area , 35 per cent of the respondents expressed agree- « 
ment. On the- issue of Integration, both Black and Spanish Surnamed respondents 
departed from Xbe majority view. Fifty-nine per cent of the Blacks "voteC ^ 
for integration as did h2 per cent of those with Spanish-surnames. This 
compareS'wi th 3^ p^er cent of the Asian-Americans and 28 per cent of the Whites. 
There' were only mincir d i f ferences ^between the college and noncollege respon- 
dents on the issue^ integration. .A small but significantly higher percentage 
of women than .men favored integration. > 

Reasons for Staying in School (Table 60) 

.Seventy-seven per cent of all respondents agreed with the statement that 
the principal thing that keeps students in high school is the knowledge that 
they will need a diploma to go to college or to get a good ^ob. There were 
only minor d i f ferences^ on this issue between the sexes, ^among ethnic groups, 
or among the graduates^ according to their post-high school activity: 
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OPINIONS OF GRADUATES ON CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES (CONT.) 



Note: I tern numbers irt parentheses refer to location of 'ltem«spn opinion 

poll. "AGREE'' and ^'STRONGLY AGREE" responses have been combihed into one 

category - "AGREE." "DISAGREE" and "STRONGLY DISAGREE" responses have been 
combined into one category - "DISAGREE." 



TABLE 57 

There was too much disruptive gang 

activity in high school , 

(Ifem k8) 



All graduates m Samfiie 

Men 
Women 

Asian Americans 

Blacks 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 
Whites, except Spanish Surnamed 
Other Ethnic 

Four^year College Students 
Community College Students . 
Employed. ... . . t 

Not in College Nor Employed.' 



% 

AGREE 


% 

DISAGREE 




30 


70 


All graduates in Sample 


31 


69 


Men 


29 


71 4 


Women 


36 


6i» 


Asian Americans 


61 


39 


Blacks 


k] 


? 


Spanish Surnamed Americans 


20 


3o 


W'lTites, except Spanish Surnamed 


27' 


73 


Other Ethnic , 


25 


75 


Four-year College Students 


29 


71 


Comrrjunity College Students 


31 ' 


• 69 


Employed. 


'♦3 


57 


Not in College Nor Employed 



TABLE 59 

My high school should have been inte- 
grated to more closely resemble the 
proportions of races or ethnic groups 

in the Los Angeles area 

(Item II) 
% % 

AGREE DISAGREE 



All graduates m Sample 35 

Men • ... .... 32 

Women * 38 

Asian Americans 3/4 

Blacks . ' 59 

Spanish Surnamed Americans. . k2 

Whites except Spanish Surnamed . 28 

Other Ethnic . . . . 36 

Four-year College Students , 35 

Community College Students 36 

Employed .% ' . 3I 

Not in College Nor Employed k'^ 
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65 

68 
62 

66 
k] 
58 
72 
6k 

65 
64 

69 
57 



TA3LE 58 

Prom my experience, there was not as 
much campus disruption as newspaper 
and television publicity woul^i seem to 
indicate. 

(item 30) 



AGREE D^^SAGREE 
■ 80 20 



79 
81 

76 
70 
75 
83 
80 

80 
81 
80 
75 



21 
19 

2li 
30 
25 
17 
20 

20 
19 
20 
25 



TABLE 60 

The principal thing that keeps students 
in high school is the knowledge that 
they will need a diploma to go to col 
lege or to get a good job. . . . 

(item 33) 

% % 

AGREE piSAGREE 



All graduates m Sample 77 

Men \ . 78 

iWomen ... 77 

Asian Americans - . 78 
Blacks . . .1 80' 

Spanish Surnamed Americans 8O 

Whites, except Spanish Surnamejd 77 

Other Ethnic . .73 

^ieOT^year College Students 78 

Community College Students 77 

Employed. . ■ <, ■ - 76 

Not in College Nor Employed. Q] 



23 

22 
23 

22 

20^ 

20*^ 

23 
27 

22 
2i 
2k 
19 



kS 



VIII. OVERALL EVALUATION OF HIGH SCHOOL 

When asked to'^rate the job t'hat high schools were doing, three per cent of- 
the graduates gave the schools an excellent rating, 33 per c,ent a good rating, 
kl per cent a fair rating, and 17 per cent a poor rating (see^Table 61). Male 
and ^^emale respondents differed hardly at all in thes^rat i ngs : the combined 
total pf excellent and good ratings was 36 per cqnt far'both groups. 

Among the ethnic groups, h\ per cent of the As i an-Amer f can respondents 
gave the schoo 1 s , e i ther excellent or good ratings, which compares with 28 per 
cent of the Blacks, 39 per -cent of the Spanish Surnamed, and 37 per^cent of 
th^ Whi tes . / ^ ' 

The responses to this question according to the , pos t7h igh school a^:tivity 
of the* graduates showed only small and^ i ns i gn i f l.canj^ ^differences : 35 per cent 
of the; four-year college students ga«e the schools either excellent or good 
ratings, w|nich compares with 36 per cent of the community college students, 
37 per cent of the employed, and 36 per cent qf the "other" group. 

IX. SELECTED COMMENTS OF GRADUATES 

In response to a request to write any comments they wished to make about 
their high school experiences, following is a small selection of* the statements 
of the graduate respondents:' " 

Female, harbor area school ,> employed : I know everything is programmed and 
analyzed these days, so I don't mind answering this questionnai re. I only hope 
^ it will bring some substantial change in the quality of high school education, 

Male, valley school, attending a State university : The existence of social 
cliques did not prevent stiidents of one social group *from interacting with 
another. What prevented a student^' f rom makjng frienjds was his inability to 
reach out to others • • . Teachers should make some effort to give encourage- 
ment to such a student and try to instill some confidence fn them; in effect, 
. make high school more than just a learning experience. 

Female, west side school, attending, a private college : Please (1) let students 
obtain credit by taking classes outside of high school, (2) encourage students 
to return to school to talk about their post-high school experiences, and 
(3) allow as many students as possible to take an extra class. Because of the 
period cut, >l lost out in both math and science. 

Ha le, central' city school",, attending a private college : We had what I would 
call academic capitalism, which in effect states that "if I can get a good 
grade without learning, that's perfectly all right." 

Female, central city school, atfiending a community college : The whole time at 
. , . , High, the Girls Athletic Association was qett ing' noth i.ng . The school 
refused to buy any supplies for the girls, but the^bqys could get anything 
they wanted. In my last year, we had to, fight to keep our track team together. 
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" > TABLE 61 

OVERALL Ey^ALUATION^'OF HIGH SCHOOL ^ 



Response to Question: How*y^ould you rate thfc Job that high schools are doing? 





' TV- 

1 All ^ 
Graduates 


— ^-^ : ^ 

■ • X ^ ■ \ 

Men\^ ' N^omen ' \^ 




Number 




1.581 \ . 2)097 ■^'P' ' . 

\ \ 


' \ 








Excel lent . \ 
Good . . . . f . 

Poor 


3.0 \ 
33.2 

'»7.0 . \ 
16.8 

100.0 

f 


3.7 NV'* \ A • 
32.8 33.6 \ < » 

W.8 i»8.6 
18.7 15,'»' - 

* 100.0 loa.o ^ 






■ V ■ 

V White 
^ Spani sh Except ^ 
Asian ■ ^ Surnamed Spanish Other 
Americans Black American Surnamed Ethnics-- 


Number 


^ : _ 

271 - 518 kll^ . 2,118 3W 






% ' % ' % % % 
1 1 ^ ,if - ^ 


Excellent . . . 
Good 

Poor 

^ To t'a 1 ..... 
. — - — — - ^ 


'♦.^ 3.1 ' ^ 3.1 ■ 2."5 i».6 
'36.8 2'».5 38.0 ^ Ik.k 30.2 
'»'».5 55.1 H.0 '»6.2 , i,5.i 

I'*. 3 17.3 n.9 16. 9 20.1 ' 
ft >. 

100.0 JOO.O 100.0 " 100.0 . 100.0 


•* 




■ Four- ■ 

Year Community 
College College 
Students Students Employed pther 


Number 


J., 255 1,151 871 kO\ 




\ ' - ~ -1 

^ % ' % %' % 


Excellent . . ^ 
Fair 


2.7 2.8 3.6 . 3.0 
32.6 33.6 -33.7 32.9 
> '^7.^ ^.7 ^3.6 '»7.9 - 
17.3 1^.9 19.1 16.2 -• ■ 

100.0 100.0 . 100.0 100.0 



"87^ of all respondents 



''''•Includes undesignated ethnics 
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Female, west side school, at;tendihg a ^tate university : My high 'school was 
not 'a fairy tale experience. I had no rude awakening when I entered the ""'real 
world" of competition, decision' making , and dive^sified ideas and icJeals. The 
atmosphere in my high sch'ool was an intellectually aware one. The administra- 
tion and the relations of students and students to administration 'was as 
tolerant as possible. 

Female, valley school, attending a U. C> campus : The transfer, from high school 
to college i^ an emotionally traumatic experience; an "A'^ essay in high school, 
would barely pass at Hard classes should be available to college- 
bound students*. gi^ 

Male, east^side school, attending a private college : Gang warfare is a problem, 
and it will probably always be one unless gang members get together at least 
once a week as a class and discuss problems and social activities. Maybe this 
will be the solution to end. gang warfare. 

Male, central city school, attending a U. C. campus : Youwill probably only 
receive *a few returns from students of inner city schools because they are 
sufferir>g. Many o'f my friends who graduated with me are just on the streets 
"Nor in jail. And I suppose thVs is some sign as to how well the educational 
sVstem prepares us. I am concerned about th^ present and future* of our chil- 
dren: white, black, brown, red, and yellow. 



I 



Male, central city school, serving in armed fo*rces ; I would like^'^o mention 
some good things. Our principal had the guts^to try many new programs. Some 
worked, some didn't. The ones that did were worth the cos.t of the ones that 
didn't. ' . 

Female, valley school, attending a state university : Being enclosed with a 
10 foot fence is asinine. Take.a lesson from schools -in the .... Schopl 
District. Trust your students, and they'll stick around. 

Male,^*west side school ^ attending a U. C. campus : History books g^ve u^ the 
same old. line about how the brave colonists fought the "savage" Indians. I 
give you a sample question from a book: "Give Tive ways you admire George 
Washington." . , - ' 

Femalfe, harbor area school, employed : I would like only to mention that the 
counseling staff , was really great. They were a group of hard-working, under- 
standing people. • 

Female, cen.tral city school, attending a community college : 'As an activist 
in student government, I learned that student body offices and "leadership" 
classes were clever devices to "pacify" the student body. 

Male, wesf side school, attending a private college : My Engl ish and mathe- ' 
matics courses -were excel lent preparation for'college. My history classes 
were not so good. I had one taught by a conservat i ve^ where we learned only 
boring facts'. I had two taught by liberals who were only interested in 
displaying their opinions. - , . ' 
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Female, east side school, attending a private college ; Students were behaving 
so badly ( i'mmaturely) that the school administration spent much of their time 
improving the students' behavior, thus neglecting academic enrichment. AVso, 
there should be more emphasis on personal appearance. Appearances affect one's 
personal growth and social imag^. Coming from a poor neighborhood doesn't 
mean one is poor' forever. > - 

Femfele, va I Tey school, employed : Since movioig to a small town, I have dis- ' 
cover'ed how advanced the city schools are. City schooling has a larger f/eld 
of. activities and courses' to take. In the city, the students are treated as ' 
adults and are free to take the subjects of their interests. In a sipall town, 
one has to attend a junior .col lege to get a variety of courses. ^ 

Mal-e, central city school, employed : I feel t'hat I would have enjoyed high 
school more if I had held some kind of office or had been on one of the school, 
teams. There should be inore programs so that students and ^'acuity could get 
to know each other better. 

Female, central city school, attending a private college / I think that more 
schools should be integrated. Some students don't get to see another racial 
group until they 'get out into the world. Also, there should be a class called 
college orientation because I went through ^ lot of unnecessary worry about 
entering college. / . ^ 

Male^ val ley school , attending'a commun i ty col lege : With the finances' al lotted, 
the schools do the best job possible. - . - 

Female, valley school, employed : There should not be so much noise in the book 
learning and a little more doing. But in pi I, . . ..was a good' school. It had 
•interesting teachers, an interesting sport program, was. a lot of fun, and I ' 
loved it.*' • ^ ' ^ 

Female, "harbor district school, homemaker : My first two years in high school 
were spent in a foreign country^ The schools I attended had few restrictions 
and no "attendance" offices. When I started' school at . . . I really felt 
I had been placed behind bars. ; 

Male, central city school, attending a community college : I think that Mm 
fortunate that \ went to . . . .High School. Tthink it's one of the best,* 
if not the best in the Los Angeles area. I had a lot of fun and learned a 
lot ... . They had a very good department* for foreign students. 

Hale, valley school, attending a community college : Integration at . . . 
High School did not help improve relations between the minority and the ' 
majority. A good exacnple of this is that during the lurfth time, each ethnic , • 
grouD would gather in the same ^rea each day, rather than having relations 
wi tn e^ch other. • ^ ' 

Female,' central city school, attending a private college : >^igh schools located 
in areas of low. income ' should be paid mpre attention. I attended a school 
whi^h is predominately enrolled with Mexican American students. Since many of 
'us had J:o compete with a second language at home, it is very important that a 
goodf soii'd, basic, English course be given throughout the high school years. 



Male, east side .school, attending a state university ; 



At . r . . High, the 

faculty and admini strat ion had everything under control. Having been in 
.student government, I personally witnessed outstanding efforts by teachers to 
help struggling studepts. .The only bad thing was student apathy toward clubs 
and student bo'dy activities. 



Female, east side school, attending a private college : My school stressed 
nonacademic subjects much more than academic. I would suggest that you combine 
some of the schools in my area to have one where the students could go to 
learn skills and another to lea rn^^academi cs . 

Female, east side school, attending a s tate >un i vers i ty : I would like to com- 
ment on the l?udgeting of funds. Jt was very unfair the way the administration 
cut the funds for fine arts.. Just as students should be given a chance to 
learn a mechanical skill, or participate in sports, so should those who are 
talented in^ music, drama, and art have a chance t^o explore the talent that 
I ies within them. 

Male, west side school, attending a U. C. campus : The general attitude of the 
students yias to get grades good enough to be accepted into the college of their 
choice, or the one of their parents' choice, do as little as possible to get 
those grades, and have a good time, which we did. T^fe. desire to learn for 
learn-ing's sake was usually lacking. —'--^ 

Female, valley school, attending a community college : I would rate my school 
"^Excellent," but then, if high. schools thought they were perfect, they wouldn't 
try 'so hard to help the kids. 

Female, central city school, attending a private college : .... i s an almost 
Tall black school. There is considerable gang violence in and around the school. 
It is my opinion that the school is judged unfai rly because of this. Given the 
opportunity, visitors may observe an eagerness to learn and a desire. to advance 
mentally. Students want to learn there 
The' school, in my opinion is one of the 



, arid given a f a i r chance, they can. 
finest in the country. 



Male, central city school, employed : I think this poll is a good idea. i 
g 1 ad 'you 're i n te res ted . 
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•APPENDIX A 
QUESTIONNAIRE: GRADUATES OPINION POL^. 



.1' 

J: 



GRADUATES' OPINION POLL 

A Foilow-up Survey.of Los Angeles feity 1973 High School Graduates 
Research and Evaluation Branch — Los Angeles Unified School District — June 1974 



Dear Graduate * 

Shortly before you graduated from high school you completed a questionnaire m which 
yOu indicated your post-high school plans for educatton or employment Your replies to th^ 
•nitiat questionnaire were most helpful and we would like to thank you at tms ttme for yOur 
cooperatk)n 

,At the time of the in-school survey, you were informed that one-third of the 1973 class 
^Ould^e asked to participate m a foilow-yp study You havp been selected as member of 
the one4hird sample, and enclosed is the foOow^up questionnaire 

We would like to emphasize that your replied will be entirely confidential Your name is 
requested only to enable us to relate ihe mformation-on this questionnaire with that given 
m the earlier m school questionnaire The purpose'of the study is not to identify graduates 
by ihetr replies but to provide over-all information that can be used to improve the instruc- 
tional program m the Los Angeles City Schools i 

filling in the fo^T^ witl take only a few minutes of ycur time When comp'ite p'<jise return 
it to us as soon as possible usir>9 the enclosed busmess-repiy envelope 

Thank you m advance for your assisjiance 

Sincerely yOurS, 




W Wrjght, Oirecto^ 
Research and EvaluatJOwBranch 

P S — TO THE PARENT If your son or daughter is no longer living at home, please forward 
the crsciose^l material If it .s difficult to contact your son or daughter pimse complete as 
much of Ihe factual information as possible and return the form to us Thank you for your 
assistance , 



1 Name (CirclB) Mr , MiSS, Mrs . Ms 

(l«»t) 

2 If you had a different last name wh«n you 
graduated from high school, indicate it here 

3 Permanent Address Street _ 

^ 4 From what high school did you graduate?- 



City 



2.P 



5 DURING THE WEEK OF/^AY 5-1 1. 1974, WERE YOU - {Chuck ( ) as many as apply.) 

01 □ Attending 'a four-year college? 

02 □ Attending a two y^ar community college? 

03 □ Attending an occupational center, skill center, trade school, business school, or vocationaj^school? 

05 □ Serving in armed forces? (Branch ^. ^ , ^ ) (Regular □ i Reserves C) 

04 □ Emfi\oyed7 (mcluCe self' employ ment ) • 

06 □ Looking for work'> 

07 □ A hOmemaker'> • 

08 □ pther (Specify)^ ^ 




— ¥ 
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Appendix A (Cont . ), - 



Questionnaire; "Graduates' Opinion Poll" 



GRADUATES' OPINION POLL (Continued) 



If you were attending a school 
or college, give Its name 

02 Hours or classes per week 



03 Course or major 



01 It you were employed, 

what job did you hav«? — _ - 

02 Hours of work per week 

03 Was a high school diploma required by your 
employer as a condition of obtaining employment? 

04 HOW helpful is your high school 

education in your employment? Very Helpful □ 



Yes G No rj Uncertain i 1 
Helpful Q Not Helpful 1 1 



As preparation for your present job, or for a )ob that you would like, are there any high school courses that you wish you 
had taken, or wish you taken more than you did? (Check )»s many as Bppty.) 

01 □ Art Art Crafts or Design 08 cfetome Economics Skills (Foods. Clothing, 

^^hild Care, Cosmetology, etc ) 

02 C Bookkeeping ^ 

. „ 09 Q Mathematics 

03 0 Craft or industrial Skills ^Z, ^ i\ « »^ 

(Machinery, Constructlon^etc ) 10 Q Muslt ^ S - ' 

04 □ Data Procesalhg 11 □ 0"»ce Skills (Typing, Filing, etc ) 

05 □ Drafting 12 Q Other fSpecffy; 

06 □ English } 

07 0 Health Services Occupational Skliti ^ . ^ , 



If you were not attendlny a school or college May 5-11. 1974, but^dld attend on% sometime between high school graduation 
and May. <^974. Indicate the following: 

01 Nam* of School or College . — - — , ^ — ^ _ - 



02 Tim© In attendance Month* . ' We«ks 

r ■> 

Reasons for Leaving: 03 Q Completed course 

(Clyck as mMny as appt^} 04 Q Financial reasons 

05 CI Personal reasons 



06 a Academic difficulties 
.07 a other fSptc//y; 



Check (✓) the response which most closely approximates your agreement or disagreement 
with each of the following statements about your high school experience PLEASE BE 
FRANK. No graduate will be identified b^ his or her responses to the statements 

10 The student government at my high school was seldom permitted to make 
d«clBiont ^bout the .Issues with which students were really concerned 

11 My high school should have J>een Integrated to more closely resemble the 
proportions of races or ethnic groups In the Los Angeles area. 

12 My high school course In U S History was most realistic; It helped me 
understand our nation's past and present pi;oblems. 

13 My teachers were often intolerant of the dress standards 
established for my school. ^ 

14. Mi high school counseling staff gave me worthwhile advice about colleges 
and other post>hlgh school Institutions. ^ 

15. *Us'uafly I found my high school teachers friendly and It was easy ^ 

tc yet to talk with them. 

16 My high school courses helped me understand the economics of inflation, 
of unempioymer\t, and of strikes and lockouts. 

17 Tha school paper should be under the supervision of the student body 
. rather than the' school administration 



STRONGLY 


ACHU ^ 


CIS 
kWlt 


OlSAGRCC 


□ 


□ 


□ - 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


■ n 


□ 


□ 


n 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 
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xr^^^'Appendlx A (Cont,) - Questionnaire: "Graduates'^ Opinion Poll" 




GRADUATES' OPINION POLL (ConUnu9d) 




24 



27 



34 



35 



36 



38 



My English coursoa gav« me an adequate preparation In us(ng English akilla 
well enough for college work, or for employment, or for v^ltlng letter*. 

In most cases, there was a great deal of student participation 
In classroom discussions. 

The school admlnlatratlon and teachers seemed to be more Interested • 
in student behavior than Inetudent learning. 

My high school courses did a good Job In helping me to become aware of the 
role of racial and ethnic minorities In the history of the United States 

Quietness and good order in the classroom are essential in 
getting a good education. ' ... 

My teachers and counselors seemed to be more Interested in students planning 
to go to college than In those olannlng post*hK)h school employment, 
v 

My health education coufBe was a good source of Information 
about the use of drugs and alcohol . ... 

In general, my high school coursea were most difficult and I found 
It hard to keep up with my class work. . , , . . 

Most students were in sympathy with the ideas and actlone 

of the student militants? . 

In general, my high achool treated students as (f they 
were responsible penorw. ... j , , 

High school Instruclton would be more productive If the teachers 
lectured more and had lees class discussion. 

My high school experiences helped me to leaj^ how to get along with others 
of different rscea or ethnic backgrounds. 

From my experience, there was not as much campus disruption as 
newspaper and television, publicity would seem to Indicate. . . 

The school staff seldom seemed to have time for meaningful dlscussk>ns 
about academic or personai problems. . . . 

My high school courses (n government did a good Job in helping me 
understand how national, state, and local governments functk>n. 

The principal thing that keeps students in high school is the koowledqe that 
they wUl need a diploma to go to college or to get a good Job. 

My high school courses did a great deal'to help me gain an 
understanding of my talents and Interests. 

My high school class Instruction Included sufficient Information about 
the social, moral, and physical aspects of sex 

ii 

There were so many social cliques In high achool that It was difficult 
to get to know other students. 

My physical education teachers took an interest In my developing 
, the^akills needed for active recreational activities. 

High schools should permit students to leave \he campus 
at any time they wish 



39 High schools should encourage mala students to leam homemaking skills 
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x A (Cont.) - Questionnaire: '.'Graduates' Opinion Poll". 



GRADUATES* OPINION POLL (Continued) 





STRONCIY 


ACRE I 


OlS 


4q! Most high school teachers tend to avoid co^roversjai books and Issues 


□ 


□ 


□ 


T 


It seems to me that nearly all the rules and regulations in my high school 
wore necessary for the administration of the school 


u 


n 


□ 


42 


that they can use In employment 


n 




n 


43 


m general, my high school courses were too easy to be challenging 


□ 


□ 


□ 


4-1 


1 found that the high school counseling staff was friendly and It was 
easy lo gel to talk with them 


n 


n 


n 


4"^ 


My high school courses have helped me to understand reports of scientific 
advancement that » have read m newspapers and magazines 


□ 


□ 




46 


High schools are too competitive, there Is too much emphasis 
on geltmg good grades 


□ 


□ 


□ 


47 


All high school students should have an opportunity to learn to play 
a musical instrument or to learn an artistic skill. 


□ 


□ 




48 


There was too much' disruptive gang activity In high school 




□ 


□ 


49 


High school courses should encourage female students to learn 
mechanical and repair skills 


□ 


□ 


□ 


50 


1 learned sufficient mathematical skjils in school to work out 
the practical problems of everyday life 


□ 


□ 


□ 


51 


* ; 

1 made many lasting friendships with my high school classmates 




□ 




52 


How would you rate the Job that high schools are dolr>g? (Check one ) 
Q Excellent Good □ Fair Q Poor 








53 


Please write any comments you would like to make about your high school experience 










t% |. ' 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION 
KINDLY RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ^BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE IS ENCLOSED 
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